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Melanie is currently pursuing a Master’s of Global Policy Studies from the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs in Austin, TX, specializing in Energy, Environment, and Technology. She graduates in 
May 2019. Melanie joined TCEQ Border Affairs as a Graduate Research Assistant/Intern in 
September 2018 to provide policy analysis and program coordination regarding the U.S.-Mexico 
border environment, including scrap tire management, wastewater, air quality, energy 
efficiency, and water. Melanie assists with writing and distributing the Border Initiative Weekly 
News. 
 
Melanie is a 2018-2019 Brumley Fellow at the Strauss Center for International Security and Law 
awarded to research the relationship between the environment and national security. Last 
summer, she held an internship at the U.S. Department of State in Washington, DC in the 
Secretary’s Bureau. Her professional experience prior to graduate school includes 
environmental advocacy in Houston, TX. Melanie holds a B.A. in Plan II Honors from the 
University of Texas at Austin.    


