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Designed with leading policy and academic 
experts, the Child Policy Hub gives SRCD 
members unprecedented new ways to improve 
evidence-based policy:
• learn in policy trainings
• network with policymakers directly

• hear from esteemed scholars
• answer questions policymakers are asking in 

real-time. 



Four Placements

State agencies Federal agenciesU.S. Congress
Work in a state capitol on the 

implementation side of policy, 
assisting in the design, 

implementation or analysis 
for program evaluation that 

reach young children and 
families. 

Live in Washington, D.C. while 
you develop research funding, 
support regulatory processes, 

provide technical assistance to 
childcare programs, and more, 

depending on the office.

Be in the room where it 
happens. Use your expertise 
to assess legislation’s impact 
on young children, advise on 

policy, draft memos, and 
more. Work in fast-paced 

setting, on multiple projects. 

New Hampshire 
Be in the NH Bureau of Child 
Development and Head Start 
Collaboration, assisting in the 
planning and implementation 
of early childcare programs in 

the state. 



Why apply?

With almost 250 alumni over our 30+ years of success, our alumni are some of the most 
influential researchers in developmental science, senior staff at federal and state agencies, 
and philanthropic leaders. The fellowship started in the Carter era and is still as strong as 
ever today.

In 2023 and 2024: 
 100% of fellows said they would recommend this program to others
 100% believe that the program helped them advance their career goals.

“Participating in the fellowship was one of 
the best decisions of my career. I learned the 
details of how early childhood policy programs are 
designed and delivered... I could not have learned that if 
I had stayed in academia.” 
Stephanie Curenton, Federal Agency Fellow (2002-2003)



Fellowship Support 
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Generous stipend, along with allowances for relocation, health 
insurance, and professional development

Significant networking with other fellows

Trainings and monthly webinars

Career expo and networking to find and consider alternative paths

Individualized professional development planning and monthly mentorship



What do fellows learn?
"It was the most fun year of my life... 
The office was looking to me to speak to the child 
development work. It was a very empowering experience 
to be involved in the policymaking process that way.”
Alaina Flannigan, Congressional Fellow in a post-election 
Congress (2017-2018) 

 How policy is developed and implemented at different levels of government.
 How to work with different stakeholders in the policy and research world.
 Diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) issues in policy systems.
 Research needs of different types of policymakers.
 How to communicate effectively both orally and in writing with different audiences.
 How to ask policy relevant research questions to address priority problems.
 The range of alternative career opportunities for researchers interested in policy. 



Eligibility for State Placements

• Members of SRCD.
• Doctoral-level degree (e.g., Ph.D., Ed.D., M.D.) relevant to child development by 

August 31, 2025.
• Citizenship – For state agencies, citizenship varies depending on the state agency’s 

rules; applicants must confirm with state agencies before applying. New Hampshire 
does not require citizenship. No work visas will be sponsored for any placement 
type.

• Expertise - state placements must be focused on young children ages birth through 
8 and their families.

srcd.org



NEW! A Dedicated State 
Placement 
in Concord, New Hampshire!

• How the application process is different:
• New this year! You can either apply to New 

Hampshire or any other state (you can’t apply to 
both NH and bring another state partner). 

• You can still apply to other placement types 
(Congressional/federal).

• You do not need to reach out to New Hampshire 
first. If you are successful after the written and 
SRCD interview stages, you’ll then interview with 
New Hampshire in February/March.



Finding a State Placement

For other states, use these tools on our website:
o List of Agency Contacts – state agencies who are interested in hosting a fellow
o Education Commission list of early childhood agencies – every possible state agency
o Flier – a downloadable PDF you can use when approaching an agency

“Do not let a lack of experience in policy stop 
you from applying. The fellowship is designed to help you 
build those skills. Also, if you are interested in the State Policy 
Fellowship but do not have a connection with someone who works 
in a State government, don’t be afraid to reach out to someone 
new through an email! It never hurts to ask!”
Isabella Sciuto Ozenbaugh, SRCD State Policy Fellow, Oregon, 
2023-2025.



Tips on reaching out to a state
In your email:
• Keep it short and concise! Lengthy emails might be ignored.
• Introduce yourself and the fellowship briefly in about 2-3 

sentences. 
• Don’t reinvent the wheel! Copy/paste information from 

our website or our FAQ flier (available on our State 
Agency website page!)

• Emphasize that there is no cost to the agency
• Request a 30-minute time to talk.
• Attach:

• The State Agency FAQ document on our website
• Your CV 

Need more help? Contact policy@srcd.org 

mailto:policy@srcd.org


Tips on reaching out to a state, ctd.

Before a call:
• Be prepared to talk about how your strengths and 

experience can help the agency
• Ask about what projects they have – and be open to 

ideas that our outside of your comfort zone! 
• Have the Letter of Support criteria (on our How to 

Apply page) ready, so agencies know what they must 
do to support your application

Need more help? Contact policy@srcd.org 

mailto:policy@srcd.org


List of Agency Contacts

Find more info on our webpage here!

https://www.srcd.org/srcd-us-policy-fellowship-program/state-agency-placements


Meet New Hampshire



Opportunity in New Hampshire
• Some of the responsibilities of the Fellow are listed 

below: 
• Assist in the strategic planning and statewide 

implementation of continuous quality improvement 
efforts for children and families served and for early care 
and education programs and providers.

• Assist in the identification and conceptualization of 
innovative and accountable approaches to the 
implementation of newly enacted federal rules, which 
NH – like other states – will be expected to implement in 
full during the Fellow’s tenure.

• Support continued exploration of governance and 
financing models, inclusive of mixed-delivery systems, 
leading to a comprehensive, quality, affordable, and 
accessible early care and education and out of school 
time care system.

Chris Santaniello, Associate Commissioner 
New Hampshire Department of Health and 

Human Services





Meet Representatives from State 
Agencies



California

California Department of Education, Early Education Division

Lillie Moffett, Education Research & Evaluation Consultant
Lmoffett@cde.ca.gov 

mailto:Lmoffett@cde.ca.gov




Massachusetts

Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care

Senior Associate Commissioner, Amy Checkoway (point of contact)
amy.checkoway@mass.gov

Deputy Commissioner, Jocelyn Bowne (presenting)
jocelyn.bowne@mass.gov

mailto:amy.checkoway@mass.gov
mailto:jocelyn.bowne@mass.gov




Oregon

Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care

Senior Data Analyst, Jaiya Choles
jaiya.choles@delc.oregon.gov

mailto:jaiya.choles@delc.oregon.gov


Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C. Office of the State Superintendent of Education, Division of 
Early Learning

Director of Quality Initiatives, Kathryn Kigera
kathryn.kigera@dc.gov

mailto:kathryn.kigera@dc.gov


Michigan

Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential

Deputy Director for Early Education, Emily Laidlaw
laidlawe1@michigan.gov 

Reach out to Emily via email: laidlawe1@michigan.gov SRCD Policy alum from this state: Dr. Lara Markowitz 

mailto:laidlawe1@michigan.gov
mailto:laidlawe1@michigan.gov


Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and Families, Family Well-Being 
Administration

Assistant Commissioner Shaneen Moore
shaneen.moore@state.mn.us 

mailto:shaneen.moore@state.mn.us


New York

SRCD current fellow from this state: Dr. Jess Sullivan





Rhode Island



Audience Q&A  



Wrap Up!
• State applicants outside of New Hampshire —

• Start reaching out to interested state agencies!

• Scan the QR code and visit our website for information and 
resources to assist you on this process!

Applications close on January 6th, 11:59pm ET.

https://www.srcd.org/srcd-us-policy-fellowship-program/state-agency-placements


Thank you!
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