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Denver Zoo Conservation Alliance Exhibit Design Request Template
Background and Intent
This document is intended to be a preliminary step in DZCA’s exhibit design process. The information provided by the Conservation Sciences Division will help DZCA exhibit design stakeholders determine if the organization has the ability to support the Five Opportunities to Thrive for the proposed specie(s).  Additionally, the organization aims to provide a safe and efficient working space that supports optimal staff wellbeing.  The Animal Care representative completing this form is expected to work with representatives from Animal Health, Horticulture, and Animal Wellbeing to identify answers to questions below. 
Basic Information
	Name of staff/team completing this form: 
	 

	Date completed: 
	 

	Proposed location: 
	 

	Proposed species: 
	 

	What is intended role(s) for this species (e.g. ambassador, exhibit animal, breeding program, etc.) 
	 

	Will additional safety parameters need to be discussed in advance? (y/n) 
	 

	Will there need to be a building monitor? 
	 

	Additional information: 
	 



Template Details
	Opportunity to Thrive
	Metric Number:
	What habitat features are needed to:
	Species 1-LS Division Responses for:
(Add an asterisk if a regulatory/accreditation standard)
	Species 2-LS Division Responses for:
	Species 3-LS Division Responses for:

	Optimal Health
	1
	Ensure treatment is readily available to animals? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	2
	Promote an environment that reduces or eliminates stressful restraint/capture? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	3
	Provide Veterinary Staff the ability to observe and visually diagnose (where applicable)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	4
	Maintain cleanliness and sanitation in a way that meets modern, zoological standards or required standards? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	5
	Maintain appropriate temperature? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	6
	Maintain appropriate humidity (if applicable)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	7
	Provide the proper level of ventilation? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	8
	Provide the proper UV spectrum? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	9
	Provide the proper photoperiod? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	10
	Maintain water quality standards (where applicable)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	11
	Provide ability for staff to easily provide clean drinking water daily? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	12
	Prevent pests from negatively impacting animals in habitat? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	13
	Safely contain animals? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	14
	Provide ease of maintenance? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	15
	Ensure proper drainage? 
	 
	 
	 

	Optimal Nutrition
	16
	Ensure animals have access to appropriate, balanced diets? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	17
	Promote appropriate feeding behavior based on natural history  
	 
	 
	 

	
	18
	Provide the ability to obtain voluntary weights on animals? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	19
	Support the ability to properly body score individuals? 
	 
	 
	 

	Opportunity to express desired, species-specific behavior
	20
	Ensure animals can utilize the habitat in a way that meets usage goals (e.g. climbing, utilizing 90% of the space, visibility, etc.) *is this captured in everything below??* 
	 
	 
	 

	
	21
	Support social needs and requirements? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	22
	Ensure that developmental behaviors are supported in infants and juveniles (if applicable)  
	 
	 
	 

	
	23
	Reduce the likelihood of undesired stereotypy? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	24
	Encourage appropriate and desired use of enrichment opportunities and curated experiences? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	25
	Support social play where applicable? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	26
	Support recommended space needs (e.g. size of habitat)? 
	 
	 
	 

	Opportunity for Self-Maintenance
	27
	Provide and easily clean/change substrate? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	28
	Provide appropriate shelter so that the animal has choice in which and what to use based on need 
	 
	 
	 

	
	29
	Ensure that the complexity and furnishings are specifically tailored to the species 
	 
	 
	 

	
	30
	Support appropriate sleep patterns 
	 
	 
	 

	
	31
	Provide animals the opportunity to hide from perceived threats? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	32
	Ensure animals have shade so that animal has choice; if applicable (even if displaced)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	33
	Allow for easy ingress/egress into pools or wallows for animals at any life stage (if applicable)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	34
	Grading of exhibit meets animal needs at every life stage? 
	 
	 
	 

	Opportunity for Choice and Control
	35
	Provide opportunities that allow animals to easily and efficiently participate in training 
	 
	 
	 

	
	36
	Provide ability for animal caretakers to develop and maintain good relationships/appropriate interactions? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	37
	Ensure animals have the ability to utilize other areas of habitat to feel safe if threated by external stimuli (e.g., events, noises, construction, guests, etc.)? 
	 
	 
	 

	
	38
	Provide animals with choice to interact or avoid other animals in habitat 
	 
	 
	 

	
	39
	Provide animals a space to utilize if they feel threated by animals in adjacent exhibits  
	 
	 
	 





.
AZA/USDA Requirements and Standards
Please identify any requirements needed as outlined by AZA and/or USDA standards:  

	AZA, USDA, or Both?
	Metric Number Assigned:
	Details of requirement

	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 




Life Sciences Staff Requirements
	What features are needed to ensure staff safety and wellbeing?
	Conservation Sciences Division Responses

	Access to clean drinking water 
	 

	Ability to store and eat food 
	 

	Ability to utilize restrooms/wellness rooms within (distance??) 
	 

	Ability to store personal belongings  
	 

	An area designated for office work (email, data entry, meetings, etc.) 
	 

	Ability to see animals when shifting 
	 

	Shifts doors are easy to operate 
	 

	Staff entry spaces are easy to access and don’t require stooping, climbing 
	 

	Areas are free of low hanging items that could result in head injury  
	 

	Areas are free of trip hazards  
	 

	Tools and facilities are designed in a way that supports safe disposal of animal waste and other debris (e.g. ramps, lifts) 
	 

	Temperature control 
	 

	Easy access to hoses, water sources 
	 

	Storage space for tools, equipment, and enrichment  
	 

	PPE storage and laundry (if needed) 
	 

	Ability to shower (if needed) 
	 

	Ability for Horticulture/Maintenance to access space (min bobcat) 
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