
2023 Firearm Industry 
Compliance Webinar Series

Let’s Take a Look at 
Your Straw Purchase 
Avoidance Program



Straw Purchase Avoidance 
Topics For Today’s Call
• Define Straw Purchase

• Review Your Program

• Training ideas

• Resources Available

• Sharing



Straw 
Purchase
Definition

Buying a gun for someone who 
is prohibited by law from 

purchasing one or for 
someone who does not want 

his or her name associated 
with the transaction is a "straw 

purchase”



Review Your Program



Reasons to Review Your Straw 
Purchase Avoidance Program
• It’s been a while since you reviewed the content of your program
• Increase in the volume of ATF trace requests

• Time to crime on requests is getting shorter
• Your staff is turning down more possible straw purchase 

attempts

• Indicators of firearm trafficking



https://www.atf.gov/firearms/anti-firearms-trafficking-campaign 

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/anti-firearms-trafficking-campaign


ATF, State Now Locals



What Elected 
Officials are 
Saying:

• "We talk about responsibility, who's 
responsible for the guns flowing through 
our streets?" asked City Council President 
Darrell Clarke (D - Dist 5).

"(The gun shops) clearly have not met their 
level of responsibility to making sure these 
guns are sold to the right people," he said.

• "Gun stores that are federally licensed are 
trained and regularly reminded of how to 
straw purchase," said Alla Lefkowitz, 
senior director of Affirmative Litigation for 
Everytown Law. "These indicators (of 
straw purchases) include bulk purchases of 
firearms. Buying the same firearm over 
and over again."

City of Philadelphia sues Tanner's Sports Center, Delia's Gun 
Shop, Franks Gun Shop for alleged pattern of straw 
purchases | 6abc.com (ampproject.org) 

https://6abc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/6abc.com/amp/lawsuit-philadelphia-gun-violence-straw-purchases/13547154/?amp_gsa=1&amp_js_v=a9&usqp=mq331AQGsAEggAID
https://6abc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/6abc.com/amp/lawsuit-philadelphia-gun-violence-straw-purchases/13547154/?amp_gsa=1&amp_js_v=a9&usqp=mq331AQGsAEggAID
https://6abc-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/6abc.com/amp/lawsuit-philadelphia-gun-violence-straw-purchases/13547154/?amp_gsa=1&amp_js_v=a9&usqp=mq331AQGsAEggAID


https://www.everytown.org/press/everytown-announces-10-new-co-chairs-
of-mayors-against-illegal-guns-including-mayors-of-new-york-city-kansas-
city-tampa-to-step-up-alongside-founding-chair-mike-bloomberg/ 

• NEW YORK — Today, Mayors Against Illegal Guns, part of Everytown for 
Gun Safety, announced 10 new co-chairs – the first new co-chairs Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns has had since its founding in 2006. The new co-chairs 
join founding chair Mike Bloomberg as leaders of the nonpartisan coalition, 
and include: Baltimore, Maryland Mayor Brandon Scott; Chattanooga, 
Tennessee Mayor Tim Kelly; Former Columbia, South Carolina Mayor Steve 
Benjamin; Kansas City, Missouri Mayor Quinton Lucas; Mount Vernon, 
New York Mayor Shawyn Patterson-Howard; New York, New York Mayor 
Eric Adams; Former Stockton, California Mayor Michael Tubbs; St. Louis, 
Missouri Mayor Tishaura Jones; Tampa, Florida Mayor Jane Castor; 
and Tucson, Arizona Mayor Regina Romero.

https://www.everytown.org/press/everytown-announces-10-new-co-chairs-of-mayors-against-illegal-guns-including-mayors-of-new-york-city-kansas-city-tampa-to-step-up-alongside-founding-chair-mike-bloomberg/
https://www.everytown.org/press/everytown-announces-10-new-co-chairs-of-mayors-against-illegal-guns-including-mayors-of-new-york-city-kansas-city-tampa-to-step-up-alongside-founding-chair-mike-bloomberg/
https://www.everytown.org/press/everytown-announces-10-new-co-chairs-of-mayors-against-illegal-guns-including-mayors-of-new-york-city-kansas-city-tampa-to-step-up-alongside-founding-chair-mike-bloomberg/
https://mayors.everytown.org/who-we-are/co-chairs/


Trace Requests 
Reminders



Absent extraordinary 
circumstances, ATF 
will issue a notice of 
revocation whenever 
it determines an FFL 
has willfully 
committed a single 
act of one of the 
following violations:

1.Transferring a firearm to a prohibited 
person

2.Failing to conduct a required 
background check

3.Falsifying records, such as a firearms 
transaction form

4.Failing to respond to a trace request
5.Refusing to permit ATF to conduct 

an inspection

Federal Firearms Licensee Quick Reference and Best Practices Guide | Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (atf.gov)

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/federal-firearms-licensee-quick-reference-and-best-practices-guide


How Long Do I Have to Respond 
to Trace Request from ATF

• What is a licensee’s responsibility to respond to a request to 
trace a firearm?
• A licensee must provide the requested 

information immediately and in no event later 
than 24 hours after receipt of a request by ATF.

[18 U.S.C. 923(g)(7); 27 CFR 478.25a]



Training Ideas



My Program ?

Written On-line

Tribal 
knowledge

Staff turn 
over

Stale needs 
refreshed
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Clues to Possible Straw 
Purchase

Talking on 
the phone. 

Customer 
nervous.

Different 
person 
handles 
the gun.

Has a 
photo of 

gun.   



Look for the use of 
Notes or Buying 
Aids…
The purchaser shouldn’t be 
referencing a note, picture or 
description when asking to 
purchase a gun. 
Be suspicious of uneducated 
customers attempting to 
purchase more than one 
handgun at a time with little 
inquiry about the firearms.



Couples

Be cognizant to couples shopping together in which one person selects the 
firearm and the second person completes the Form 4473. 

Don’t accept excuses such as, “I forgot my wallet, so my girlfriend is 
purchasing it for me.”



Who’s Paying

Be alert to who is paying for the 
firearm versus who is completing 
the Form 4473 and NICS.



What caliber are 
you most familiar 
or comfortable 
with?



Multiple Purchase of Same Firearm

•Dig deeper
•Ask more questions
•Could be over a period
•Could be different persons, same 

firearm type
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HOW TO HANDLE A POSSIBLE 
STRAW PURCHASE

q   Talk to the customer.  
q   Ask questions!  
q   What do you plan to do with gun?
q   Have you ever shot a gun?
q   Who will be using the gun?
q   Be prepared to say, “No Sale”



“Who are we 
buying a gun 
for today?” 





Guns as Gifts

If the Customer is the buyer and is 
buying the firearm with their own 
money, not at the request of another 
person, with the intention of giving the 
gun as a gift – they would then be 
considered the buyer. 

Even if they are not keeping the gun, 
they are the owner of that firearm until 
they legally transfer it to the intended 
recipient.



Guns as Gifts
When it comes to gifts, it always best to offer a gift card. This 
ensures the recipient gets to pick out what they actually want 
and that they are the one to fill out the paperwork and 
background check. 

A best practice no matter what, but…
Some states do require the transfer of a firearm take place so 
a background check is performed prior to transfer. 



FOLLOW YOUR 
INSTINCTS IF 
YOU ARE NOT 
COMFORTABLE 
WITH SALE 
DON’T DO IT!





Resources Available



https://www.nssfrealsolutions.org/programs/dont-lie/ 

https://www.nssfrealsolutions.org/programs/dont-lie/


DONTLIE.ORG



• Almost half of all illegal gun 
trafficking results from straw 
person sales.

• Program educates FFL’s to 
identify and deter.

• Raise public awareness that 
straw purchasing is a serious 
crime.



www.dontlie.org 

http://www.dontlie.org/


www.atf.gov/firearms/dont-lie-other-guy 

http://www.atf.gov/firearms/dont-lie-other-guy




Genuine 
Purchase
or Straw?



Sharing



Who to 
Notify on 
Straw 
Purchase 
Attempt

• Local Police
• ATF

• Other stores in your chain
• Nearby FFL’s
• Other team members in your store



Report Suspicious Activity – Local Law Enforcement



ATF Hotline
Report Illegal Firearms Activity
1-800-ATF-GUNS (1-800-283-4867)

tel:+1-800-283-4867


Maintain Evidence – ATF F 4473, CCTV Footage, Etc.
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Tracking & Reporting



Maintain a Denied Purchase Log



Straw 
Purchase 
Avoidance 
Topics 
Recap

• Define Straw Purchase

• Review Your Program

• Training ideas

• Resources Available

• Sharing



44

Additional NSSF Compliance Resources

Industry Compliance courses:
• “Zero Tolerance” Policy
• Winning at ATF Inspections
• Completing the Form 4473
• Multiple Sales Report
• and more

NSSF.org/Education





T: 203.426.1320   |   nssf.org

Additional Questions?

Email NSSF at:
membership@nssf.org


