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Symposium
A cohesive session organized around a cutting-edge topic with about three to four speakers; typically, 90 minutes in length unless approved otherwise. Approval of 
Group/Network sponsorship is required from at least one IADR Scientific Group/Network. Symposium submissions exhibiting a cross-collaboration between more 
than one Scientific Group/Network will be prioritized higher if accepted into the scientific program. IADR encourages not only collaboration within Groups/Networks, 
but with the greater scientific community. Organizers are encouraged to include noteworthy speakers from outside a traditional IADR background. 
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Satellite Symposium
A cohesive session organized around a cutting-edge topic that will be scheduled before or after the 2024 IADR/AADOCR/CADR General Session official dates, 

March 13-16, 2024. 
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Submission components

Title (up to 10 words)
Description (250 words or less for Symposia; 50 words or less for Focused Learning)
Sponsoring SG/Ns (must select at least one)
Education or Clinician Track
Learning objectives (1-3)
Participants
 Corresponding organizer (point of contact); organizer (participated in the creation of the session)
 Chairperson (session moderator)
 Organizer and chair can be the same person
 Speakers (each speaker is allowed to present at only one symposium and give only one presentation based on an abstract submitted for oral or poster presentation)
Keywords (3-5)
Recorded Components (confirmation of agreement to be recorded)
Miscellanea (any special requests, i.e., scheduling)
Comments (outline individual speaker timings within the symposium; for 3 speakers, it is assumed that each speaker will be provided 25’ with 10’ for discussion)
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For detailed information please visit: 
https://www.iadr.org/2024iags/presentations
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https://www.iadr.org/2024iags/presentations


TIMELINESSession Proposals

Submission components

Title (up to 10 words)
Description (250 words or less for Symposia; 50 words or less for Focused Learning)
Sponsoring SG/Ns (must select at least one)
Education or Clinician Track
Learning objectives (1-3)
Participants
 Corresponding organizer (point of contact); organizer (participated in the creation of the session)
 Chairperson (session moderator)
 Organizer and chair can be the same person
 Speakers (each speaker is allowed to present at only one symposium and give only one presentation based on an abstract submitted for oral or poster presentation)
Keywords (3-5)
Recorded Components (confirmation of agreement to be recorded)
Miscellanea (any special requests, i.e., scheduling)
Comments (outline individual speaker timings within the symposium; for 3 speakers, it is assumed that each speaker will be provided 25’ with 10’ for discussion)

Selection criteria

Scientific merit (i.e., proposal organization, topic significance, clarity of objectives, multidisciplinary topic)
Impact of Presenters (i.e., best possible participants for their event, based on scientific relevance and track record)
Diversity and geographic distribution of speakers is expected in every proposal (speakers should reflect the diversity of IADR membership and be inclusive of gender, sexual 
orientation, ability, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status or religion)
Demonstrate cross-collaboration with required sponsorship of two or more Scientific Group/Network (SGN) 

Recommend connecting with sponsoring groups’ 
proposal coordinator and/or group program chair well 

in advance of posted deadlines to obtain guidance
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ABSTRACTS

Formatting and adherence to conference guidelines 
(e.g., ≤300-word abstract, ≤10-word title, required 
sections: objectives, methods, results, conclusion)

Scientific rigor and adherence to reporting guidelines 
(e.g., report key elements that allow readers to evaluate 
what was done and what it means, including the why, 
when, where, how, and so what)
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ABSTRACTS

Formatting and adherence to conference guidelines 
(e.g., ≤300-word abstract, ≤10-word title, required 
sections: objectives, methods, results, conclusion)

Scientific rigor and adherence to reporting guidelines 
(e.g., report key elements that allow readers to evaluate 
what was done and what it means, including the why, 
when, where, how, and so what)

Impactful writing and effective communication
(e.g., spelling and grammar error checked, short 
sentences, direct, clear and balanced messaging 
conveying an interesting story that attracts the interest 
of potential attendants)
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Resources
• Excellent guidance in the IADR Call for Abstracts (https://www.iadr.org/24IAGSCallforAbstracts) 

• Peer reviewed-literature (link) and community guidelines (STROBE, CONSORT, 
STARD)

ABSTRACTS

https://www.iadr.org/24IAGSCallforAbstracts
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3136027/
https://www.strobe-statement.org/download/strobe-checklist-conference-abstracts
https://www.consort-statement.org/extensions?ContentWidgetId=562
https://www.equator-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/STARD-for-Abstracts-checklist.docx
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• Well-written (i.e., no typos, grammar/syntax errors, understandable) [have others proof-read it]
• Direct language is preferred: short sentences

• Present a logically progressing story [intro, methods, results, conclusions]

• Present enough information [methods] so that others understand what you did
• but not too much information

• Present the main or key findings in the results [results]
• Avoid over-reliance on p-values and strive for quantitative measures (e.g., 40% increase; ‘most’ 

participants, etc.)

• Be interesting and exciting but at the same time objective and balanced
• Emphasize novel findings
• Don’t over-reach (i.e., typically more research is needed to validate or replicate results, etc. 
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Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem

[1]
This is where you establish the 
significance of the topic

Frequently mentions of the 
prevalence of a condition, the 
societal (or individual) impacts, 
biology, human health or quality of 
life, etc. 

In some ways, the ‘problem’ (e.g., 
dental caries, periodontal disease, 
craniofacial conditions, oral cancer) 
could be an opportunity – thus 
approach it positively

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it

[2]
A balanced overview of the 
evidence, literature. Succinct. 

This should provide the basis of 
what you want to build upon

Not exhaustive, but as well-informed 
and up-to-date as possible

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about

[3]
Strategically identify the knowledge 
gaps that you specifically set out to 
address. 

These could be multiple, but you 
may ultimately want and can 
address one or two of these gaps in 
a presentation and corresponding 
abstract. 

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap

[4]
There is lack of or insufficient data or 
low-quality evidence; or the data are 
conflicting; it is unclear whether 
some sub-groups are or ‘behave’ 
differently than others. 

In some cases, you may just want to 
“add to the knowledge or evidence 
base”

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?

[5]
Your main research question or 
study objective; 
or, your specific aims or hypotheses

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?

[6]
Descriptions of population, 
sample (including size), 
experimental model, secondary 
data, timeframe, any specialized 
methods.

Research strategy including data 
analysis including descriptive, 
bivariate and multivariable 
methods/modeling. 

Inference based on statistical 
testing or effect estimation, etc. 

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?
7. What did you find?

[7]
Key features of the results; 
frequently (but not necessarily) 
beginning with a main, 
descriptive statement. 

Then the main outcome.

Then any additional, secondary, 
supplemental, stratified, or 
confirmatory analyses.

Typically, all information in this 
section is backed up (your) data

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?
7. What did you find?
8. What does this mean?

[8]
High level interpretation of the 
results, the “so what”. Not-
restating of numbers or metrics, 
typically a qualitative 
appreciation of the entire study 
findings. 
Offer some ideas about why the 
results are what they are
Comment on novelty and 
significance

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?
7. What did you find?
8. What does this mean?
9. What are the potential implications?

[9]
Comment on the importance (in 
the field or in the real-world) of 
the findings. 
Are they surprising, changing 
paradigm, highlighting a new 
mechanism, illustrate a problem.

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?
7. What did you find?
8. What does this mean?
9. What are the potential implications?
10. What is next?

[10]
Is there further research, to 
validate or replicate these 
results, or examine something 
further, needed? If so, what that 
may be?
Perhaps the next step is policy 
action/change, public awareness, 
change in practice, etc.?

How to build your story



Questions that you (typically) want to answer

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. Consequently, what did you set out to study?
6. How did you seek to research this question?
7. What did you find?
8. What does this mean?
9. What are the potential implications?
10. What is next?

Corresponding abstract sections 

Objectives

Methods
Results

Conclusion

How to build your story

Questions?



EXAMPLES

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. What did we set out to study?
6. How did we seek to study it?
7. What did we find?
8. What does this mean?
9. What are potential implications?
10. What is next?



EXAMPLES

1. What is the problem
2. What do we know about it
3. What do we not know about
4. Thus, what is the knowledge gap
5. What did we set out to study?
6. *How did we seek to study it?
7. What did we find?
8. What does this mean?
9. What are potential implications?
10. What is next?

*the how includes:
population or sample characteristics, 
context/location, outcome measures and 
covariates, analytical approach and criteria, etc. 
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Contacts: 
Kimon_Divaris@unc.edu 
noha.gomaa@schulich.uwo.ca
simancasp@icloud.com 
roger.keller@ufrgs.br 

Questions?

mailto:Kimon_Divaris@unc.edu
mailto:noha.gomaa@schulich.uwo.ca
mailto:simancasp@icloud.com
mailto:roger.keller@ufrgs.br
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