Workbook

Cultural Connections in Early
Years Learning

Episode 4: EYLF & Cultural Inclusion

Join us as we explore how to authentically integrate cultural perspectives into
early childhood education through the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)
V2.0. We'll examine the connection between Belonging, Being & Becoming and
culture, distinguish between authentic and tokenistic inclusion, and share

practical strategies for planning and programming.




EYLF V2.0: Culture at the Heart

Vision New Principle

The core vision of Belonging, Being, Becoming remains central, Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander perspectives are now explicitly
now with strengthened cultural focus in V2.0. included as a guiding principle.

Practice Outcomes

Cultural Responsiveness has evolved beyond mere awareness to Framework emphasizes identity, connection, fairness, and
active engagement and implementation. genuine respect for diversity.

The updated framework places cultural understanding and inclusion at its core, recognising their essential role in quality early childhood

education. >

®o0
o‘.: <




NOTES:

Belonging, Being & Becoming in Action

Belonging (?) Reflection
PN
o When children see their culture visibly represented in the learning What cultures are seen, heard, and felt in
environment, it sends a powerful message: "l belong here." your learning space?
Being
ﬁ% Different cultural ways of playing & learning are acknowledged and
valued in the present moment.
Becoming
[g Cultural inclusion shapes the development of empathy,

understanding, and cultural pride.




Authentic vs Tokenistic Inclusion

Tokenism

Surface-level cultural activities without deeper meaning or connection (like doing
dot painting once a year)

Authenticity

Consistent, respectful cultural integration connected to place and community
Daily Acknowledgement of Country
Regular Indigenous stories & songs

Local language & bush tucker in play




Planning with a Cultural Lens

Cultural Calendar First Nations Pedagogies
Use cultural calendars and local seasonal Incorporate yarning circles, storytelling,
knowledge to guide programming dance, and other Indigenous teaching
throughout the year approaches

Community Voices
Documentation y
) ) Involve families and community members
Document cultural learning and link ) . .
o in sharing appropriate cultural knowledge
) explicitly to EYLF outcomes

Remember to add culture to what you already do rather than treating it as a separate activity. Regularly reflect: Whose culture was incl(ied

in your program this month?




NOTES:

Families, Community & Reflection

Partnership Approaches Reflective Practice

Invite families to share songs, stories, and traditions

Connect with Elders, local cultural centers, and mentors

Use gentle script: "Can you share what's appropriate for

children?"

Remember that cultural inclusion is part of both the National
Quality Standard and the Code of Ethics for early childhood

educators.

Take time to reflect on your personal biases and how they might

influence your approach to cultural inclusion.

Use critical reflection to continually improve your practice ang
-

deepen your cultural understanding.




Closing & Next Steps

Key Messages Your Action Step

Culture is central to Belonging, Being & Becoming Try one small action this week:
Authenticity is more important than tokenism . Add a culturally diverse book
Fam“ies & communities are co-educators N Learn a greetlng ina |xa| |anguage

Reflection grows practice - Begin a daily Acknowledgement of Country

Thank you for joining us today. We acknowledge Teacher Tegan Dixon for her valuable peer review of this content.

Coming Next: Episode 5: Creating culturally rich environments.




NOTES:

Child-Friendly Cultural Learning Resources

¢ ABC Kids Early Learning Resources
ABC Kids often produces age-appropriate educational content, including songs, stories, and
programs that model inclusion and respect.

** Narragunnawali (Reconciliation Australia)
Free online platform with lesson ideas, curriculum resources, and professional learning modules
focused on embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives in early learning and
schools.

*+*SNAICC - National Voice for our Children
Excellent resources for educators and services working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, including cultural safety guides and early childhood practice resources.

¢ Australian Children’s Television Foundation (ACTF)
Provides learning resources and programs that sometimes feature Indigenous stories and
voices, suitable for children’s learning environments.

**Indigenous Literacy Foundation
Storybooks, songs, and resources created with communities, many in First Languages, to
support children’s literacy and cultural pride.




