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Agenda

● OER in US Higher Education

● Campus Initiatives

● State Initiatives

● OER & Open Education Conferences, Communities, & 

Conversations
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Poll

Which best describes you?

● New to exploring OER

● Actively engaged with OER

● Formally responsible for supporting educators’ use of OER

3



Defining OER

UNESCO definition: 

Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and 
research materials in any format and medium that reside in the 
public domain or are under copyright that have been released 
under an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, 
re-purpose, adaptation and redistribution by others.
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Placing OER in the Open Movement

Open Source: computer software

Open Access: academic journals and scholarly monographs

Open Data: freely-licensed data

Open Educational Resources: teaching and course materials

5



Tuition 61.65%
Course materials 39.56%

Housing costs 38.10%
Food expenses 31.02%

Living expenses 30.18%
Transportation 18.49%

Technology 15.45%
Additional school supplies 7.66%

Daycare 3.04%
Other 2.16%

What are your biggest cost challenges as a 
student?

Student Watch: Attitudes & Behaviors toward Course Materials. 2017-18 Report 6



https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+Report+--+FINAL+VERSION+--+20190308.pdf/07478d85-89c2-3742-209a-9cc5df8cd7ea

64.2% Not purchase the required textbook

42.8% Take fewer courses

40.5% Not register for a specific course

35.6% Earn a poor grade

22.9% Drop a course

18.1% Withdraw from a course

17.2% Fail a course 7

In your academic career, has the cost of required 
textbooks caused you to:

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+Report+--+FINAL+VERSION+--+20190308.pdf/07478d85-89c2-3742-209a-9cc5df8cd7ea


Pell eligible 
students

+12.3%

Non-Pell eligible 
students

+7.4%

All Students +8.6%

-2.05%

-4.43%

-2.68%

Δ Grade Δ DFW

The Impact of Open Educational Resources on Various Student Success Metrics

Change from non-OER to OER
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University of Georgia Study

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf


Creative Commons License Types

Creative Commons License Chooser 9

Recognizing Open Licenses

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Finding OER
Starting points:

● Open Textbook Library: reviewed textbooks
● Libretexts: textbooks and other learning objects
● BCCampus: textbooks collected by BCcampus initiative
● OpenStax: textbook initiative from Rice University
● Mason OER Metafinder: searches multiple repositories
● OER Commons: textbooks, lesson plans, activities, other OER
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https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
https://libretexts.org/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/
https://openstax.org/
https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://www.oercommons.org/


Finding OER

Subject Specific OER

● OER Starter Kit: Subject Specific Sources
● Searching Github by License Type
● Google's Advanced Search: license option
● Libguides created by OER librarians
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https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/chapter/search-tools/
https://docs.github.com/en/repositories/managing-your-repositorys-settings-and-features/customizing-your-repository/licensing-a-repository
https://www.google.com/advanced_search


Campus Initiatives

Photo by Hannah Busing on Unsplash 12

https://unsplash.com/@hannahbusing?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/hands-circle?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Campus Initiatives

Image: Connect OER at SPARC CC BY 4.0 13

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/connect-oer/
https://sparcopen.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Campus Initiatives

● Awareness, education, advocacy (educators, students, . . . )

● Grants to support educator OER adoption, adaptation, and  

creation

● Course markings
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Campus Initiatives: Awareness & Education
● Benefits for educators

○ Freedom in selecting course materials.

○ Customization and localization of course materials 

○ Clear rights to adapt, edit, reorder, delete, or remix 

content.

○ Freedom to align content with course structure and 

topic presentation.

15Adapted from Caroline Sinkinson, Melissa Cantrell, & Merinda McLure. 2020. CAMPP Open Educational Resources. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Campus Initiatives: Awareness & Education
● Benefits for learners

○ Reduce the average annual cost of textbooks (CU 

Boulder $1,200 for FA22)

○ Reduce student loan debt (CU Boulder average upon 

graduation $24,000 for FY18 graduates.)

○ Increase student success.

○ First day access to course materials.

○ More equitable education for all.
16Adapted from Caroline Sinkinson, Melissa Cantrell, & Merinda McLure. 2020. CAMPP Open Educational Resources. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Campus Initiatives: Awareness & Education

17Image: The OER Starter Kit CC BY 4.0

● OER Student Advocate Toolkit (2020, 

California)

● Textbook Affordability Student Toolkit 

(2018, Open Oregon)

● Student Government Toolkit (2016, 

Open Textbook Alliance)

● Fixing the Broken Textbook Market 

(2019, U.S. PIRG) 

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/65748/overview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KW2OakEQVSGJdYL_CBPSorvohHHOaUEC/view
https://studentgovresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Open_Textbook_Alliance_Toolkit.pdf
https://uspirg.org/feature/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market


Campus Initiatives: Adoption, Adaptation, & 
Creation

18Image: University of Colorado Boulder Libraries

https://www.colorado.edu/libraries/2021/06/14/apply-grant-create-or-adapt-open-educational-resources


Campus Initiatives: Course Markings

19Images: (L) Cover, Marking Open and Affordable Courses: Best Practices and Case Studies CC BY 4.0; (R) CU Boulder Class Search

https://uta.pressbooks.pub/markingopenandaffordablecourses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://classes.colorado.edu/


Campus Initiatives: Recognition in Promotion & 
Tenure & Equity 

● DOERS3 OER Contribution Matrix

○ Practitioner Perspectives: The DOERS3 Collaborative on 

OER in Tenure and Promotion

● DOERS3 OER Equity Blueprint
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https://www.doers3.org/
https://www.doers3.org/tenure-and-promotion.html
https://nebhe.org/journal/practitioner-perspectives-the-doers3-collaborative-on-oer-in-tenure-and-promotion/
https://nebhe.org/journal/practitioner-perspectives-the-doers3-collaborative-on-oer-in-tenure-and-promotion/
https://www.doers3.org/
https://www.doers3.org/oer-equity-blueprint.html


State/Federal Initiatives

● SPARC State Policy Tracker
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State/Federal Initiatives

● Colorado

○ State OER Council

○ Grant Program

○ Education initiatives: Conferences, outreach, 

ambassadors, professional development, etc.

○ Course notation
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State/Federal Initiatives

● California

○ 2016-2019/5M-results of 37 ZTC pathways/404 

courses/19 colleges saves students $700 per year. 

○ 2021/115 M investment for ZTC/OER at CC. 

○ Single largest state investment in open educational 

resources to date. 
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State/Federal Initiatives
● Oregon

○ 2015-2017-first grant program/OER specialist. 
○ 2017 -2019-continued OER grant program to fund public 

postsecondary institutions to create or adapt OER 
course materials.

○ 2019/$669,000- Statewide OER/State OER Librarian.  
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State/Federal Initiatives

● BCampus has been the leader in Canada in promoting OER– 

Developed 250 open textbooks (with more than 2000 

adoptions) across the B.C. post-secondary education system. 

● Major initiatives in other provinces such as Alberta OER
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State/Federal Initiatives
● United States 2020/2021

○ 2020  Department of Education ~$6 million to 4 

projects.

○ 2021 Department of Education $7 M to nine projects. 
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State/Federal Initiatives

Some U.S. federally funded projects:

○ West Hills College Lemoore (CA), $1,999,924.00 for 

California Consortium for Equitable Change in Hispanic 

Serving Institutions Open Educational Resources (focus 

on culturally relevant OER)
28



State/Federal Initiatives

○ Louisiana Board of Regents (LA), $1,985,881.00 for 

Interactive OER for Dual Enrollment

○ The University of Texas at Arlington (TX), $582,322.00 

for OERTransport: Enabling Transportation Planning 

Professional Advancement
29



Examples of Funding Options
● Student Associations

● University Administrations

● State Grants

● Federal Grants

● Funding related to general 

programs for  student success, 

course development, 

professional development, 

DEISJ funding, etc.

● Grants

● Summer Salary

● Course relief

● Grad student salaries
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OER & Open Education Conferences
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● Cascadia Open 
Education Summit

● OpenEd

● Northeast OER Summit ● OER (ALT)

● Open Education 
Southern Symposium

● OE Global

https://bccampus.ca/event/cascadia-open-education-summit-2021/
https://bccampus.ca/event/cascadia-open-education-summit-2021/
https://openeducationconference.org/
https://neoer.umasscreate.net/conferences/2022-2/
https://www.alt.ac.uk/events/open-education-conference
https://openedss.uark.edu/
https://openedss.uark.edu/
https://conference.oeglobal.org/2021/in-person-congress/


OER & Open Education Communities & 
Conversations
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● Open Education 
Group
See also their 
Review Project 
(aggregates 
empirical 
OER-related  
research)

● @GOGN_OER
(Global OER 
Graduate Network)

● Creative Commons  
Open Education 
Platform (global 
network)

● LIBOER (SPARC 
listserv & forum)

● OER Digest 
(newsletter)

● Open Education 
Consortium 
(non-profit, global, 
network)

● Rebus Community & 
Open Education 
Network Office Hours 
(live &YouTube)

● Twitter
#OER     
#OEP
#OPENED
#OPENPED
#OPENPEDAGOGY

https://openedgroup.org/people
https://openedgroup.org/people
https://openedgroup.org/people
https://twitter.com/GOGN_OER?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/2017/09/05/invitation-join-cc-open-education-platform/
https://creativecommons.org/2017/09/05/invitation-join-cc-open-education-platform/
https://creativecommons.org/2017/09/05/invitation-join-cc-open-education-platform/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/sparc-library-oer-forum/
https://oerdigest.org/
https://www.oeconsortium.org/about-oec/
https://www.oeconsortium.org/about-oec/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_HCuxp85e36BTNh9ei2QqBL_aqu3Q-F2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_HCuxp85e36BTNh9ei2QqBL_aqu3Q-F2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_HCuxp85e36BTNh9ei2QqBL_aqu3Q-F2
https://twitter.com/hashtag/OER?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/oep?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/opened?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/openped?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/openped?src=hash


Any questions?

33



Attribution
Please attribute this presentation. 

Christine Pawliuk, Meg Brown-Sica, Merinda McLure, & Jocelyn 

Boice. 2022. Open Educational Resources (OER) Panel 

Presentation. Special Libraries Association (SLA) 

Science-Technology Community Webinar. 

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under the 

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
34

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

