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Introduction to MSGP
What is the Multi-Sector General Permit 
TXR050000?
• General permit for industrial facilities
• Authorizes point source discharges of:

• “stormwater associated with industrial 
activity” and

• certain non-stormwater discharges to 
surface waters in the state

Current MSGP
• Effective August 14, 2021
• Expires August 14, 2026

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/permitting/stormwater/general/multi-sector/txr050000-2021.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/permitting/stormwater/general/multi-sector/txr050000-2021.pdf
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Stormwater Runoff and Discharge
Runoff from rainfall, 
snowmelt, surface and 
drainage

The drainage, release, or disposal of 
stormwater associated with industrial 
activity and certain allowable non-
stormwater sources listed in this general 
permit to surface water in the state

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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MSGP Applicability
If a facility is associated with industrial activity in 
one of the regulated sectors...

And stormwater discharges from property 
boundaries...

Then an authorization is required.

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Industrial Activities

Standard Industrial 
Classification (SIC) Codes
Refer to OSHA's SIC Manual to 

find the best fit for your facility
Based on revenue produced by 

the regulated activity
If a facility has two SIC codes 

that are regulated by MSGP, 
then the facility must comply 
with permit requirements for 
BOTH sectors.

SIC 2082

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://www.osha.gov/data/sic-search
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Regulated Industrial Sectors
Regulated industrial activities are divided 
into 30 sectors based on SIC code found 
in Part II, Section A of permit.

Activity Code Description Sector

HZ Hazardous waste 
treatment, storage, and 

disposal

K

LF Landfill L

SE Steam electric power 
plants

O

TW Treatment Works T

Activity 
Code TW

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/water/stormwater/msgp/txr050000-page18-82.pdf


What if my industrial facility does not 
discharge stormwater?

Part II, Section B.12. of the MSGP states:
A facility that does not discharge stormwater to an MS4 nor to 

surface water in the state may not be required to obtain 
coverage under this general permit if the operator 

demonstrates that no discharges have occurred nor will occur 
in the future. 
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(MSGP)



9

Claiming No Discharge 
Part II Section B.12 of MSGP

Contain all stormwater 
within property boundaries 
even during extreme rain 
events
Concerns with this route:

• Burden of proof on 
operator

• Potential fines if wrong

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Back to Applicability

If a facility is associated with industrial activity in 
one of the regulated sectors...

And stormwater discharges from property 
boundaries...

Then an authorization is required.

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Authorization Options

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

No Exposure 
Certification 

(NEC)
Notice of Intent 

(NOI)
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Conditional No Exposure Exclusion
Part II Section C of MSGP

Industrial activities and materials 
are indoors or protected by 
storm-resistant shelters. 
Excluded from permit 

requirements
See Regulatory Guide RG-467
Must submit a No Exposure 

Certification (NEC) application
Subject to investigation and 

enforcement action

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-467.pdf
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Authorization
Requires: 
Industrial Notice of Intent (INOI) 
application
Permit compliance with:

• General requirements(Part III of the 
MSGP) 

• Sector specific requirements(Part V of 
the MSGP) 

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)



MSGP Applicability Snapshot
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NOI Permittee Requirements
Develop & 
implement 
Stormwater 

Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWP3)

Applying for MSGP 
coverage

Inspect facility & 
stormwater controls

Monitor and report 
stormwater 
discharges

Pay annual water 
quality fee- Permit 

Fees
Terminate coverage 
when appropriate

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWP3)
Outlines your plans, or best 

management practices, to control 
contaminants that may be 
discharged in stormwater runoff.
Requires updates 
Stays onsite or can be made 

readily available
Template SWP3 (RG-556) 

available online

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-556.pdf
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SWP3 Contents
Part III Section A of MSGP 

Location and drainage 
map

Identifies
• Sources of pollution
• Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Team

List & describes 
stormwater control 
measures

Documents Permit 
Compliance: including 
inspections and 
monitoring

Note: Additional 
SWP3 Requirements 
Specific to your 
Sector

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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E-Permitting System

All stormwater applications must be submitted online via State 
of Texas Environmental Electronic Reporting System 
(STEERS) 
1. Need a STEERS account 
2. Add ‘Storm Water General Permits’ Program to account
3. E-sign Participation Agreement (SPA)
4. STEERS Help Desk 512-239-6925 or 

steers@tceq.texas.gov

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

mailto:steers@tceq.texas.gov
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E-Permitting Process

Create 
application

Fill out 
sections Sign Pay fee Submit

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Application Selection

New NOI

New NEC

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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E-permitting help
Publication RG-531a: A 

Guide to Creating an Account 
in STEERS E-Permitting
YouTube Assistance Videos:

• How to Submit a Notice of 
Intent in STEERS

• How to Setup an Account 
in Steers

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-531a.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-531a.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-531a.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Zy43RWqb2Q&list=PLwzfZK5z8LrFT0jjMbSoCVMXXRQJ_l_Hk&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Zy43RWqb2Q&list=PLwzfZK5z8LrFT0jjMbSoCVMXXRQJ_l_Hk&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYP-Hl4-EXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYP-Hl4-EXE
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Other MSGP Applications

Notice of Change- Update 
Information 

Delegation of 
signatories- Appoint 
authorized representative as 
signatories for documents 
required by the MSGP

Notice of Termination- 
Cancel permit coverage

Renewals of Existing 
NOI or NEC. TCEQ renews 
MSGP permit every 5 
Years(Permit Term) Coming 
soon!

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Inspections
A member of the SWP3 team must inspect the facility 
Types of inspections include:

• Routine Facility Inspection
• Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Inspection
• Quarterly visual assessment of stormwater 

discharges

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Routine Facility Inspections
Part III Section B.2 of MSGP

Frequency: Quarterly
Determines effectiveness of:
Good housekeeping
Erosion control 
Spill prevention
Structural controls 

maintenance and repairs
Best Management 

Practices (BMPs)

Checks:
Discharges at time of inspection
Unidentified discharges of 

pollutants
Failed controls or needed 

control measures
Noncompliance with SWP3 or 

permit.

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Examples of Poor Housekeeping

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Examples Continued

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Inspection Log Requirements

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Annual Comprehensive Site 
Compliance Inspection 
Part III Section B.5.a and b 

Site evaluation and an overall 
assessment of the effectiveness 
of the current SWP3
Prepare report within 30 days. 

(Pages 110-113 in template) 
Correct noncompliance within 

12 weeks after the report 
completion date
Update the SWP3 as needed

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Monitoring and Reporting Stormwater 
Discharges 

Monitoring Type Permit Citation Monitoring Frequency Report
Hazardous Metals Part III, Section C.1 Annually Only if exceedance
Benchmark Part IV and Part V Semi-annually (Jan-

June and July-Dec)
Always, however 
waiver option available 
for Year 3 and 4 of 
MSGP cycle

Sector Specific 
Numeric Effluent Limits

Part III.C.2 Table 3 Annually Always

Impaired Waterbody & 
Pollutants of Concern

Part III, Section B.4 Annually Always

Quarterly Visual Part III, Section B.3 Quarterly (every three 
months)

Include in SWP3

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Hazardous Metals Monitoring
Part III, Section C.1

Required by All permittees regardless 
of Sector/SIC code as stated in 30 
TAC, Chapter 319
One sample collected and analyzed 

annually by December 31st of each 
year
Appear in NetDMR as Unscheduled 

and are reported by March 31st of each 
year only when exceedance occurs
If you implement a waiver, this must be 

indicated on the INOI/NOC via 
STEERS

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Benchmark Monitoring
Part IV, Section A 

Two samples 
collected and 

analyzed semi-
annually

January – June 
& July – 

December

Collect samples 
from outfalls 

where BMPs are 
installed

Sampling not 
required for Year 5 of 

the MSGP

January through 
August 2026

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)



32

Additional Sampling for Certain Facilities
Sector Specific Numeric 
Effluent Limits(Part III, 
Section C.2)
Applies to certain discharges in 

Sectors A, C, D, E, J, O, and S
Sampling and reporting listed in 

Table 3 of the permit
See Part V for sector specific 

limits
Monitor annually

Impaired Waterbody & Pollutants 
of Concern(Part III, Section B.4)

Applies to certain facilities 
discharging directly to an 
impaired waterbody
Example, Bacteria: E.coli (for 

discharge to fresh water)
Must indicate on NOI 
Monitor annually

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Quarterly Visual Monitoring
Part III, Section B.3.

Stormwater discharges from each 
outfall authorized by this general 
permit must be visually examined 
on a quarterly basis. 

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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When to Sample
Part III, Section D

Qualifying Storm event:
Measurable rain event 

that causes a 
discharge
Occurs at least 72 

hours after the 
previous storm event

Representative Sample:
Collected within the first 30 minutes of 

discharge using grab sample

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Exception/Waivers to Monitoring Requirements
Scenarios/Examples Permit Reference Explanation

Adverse Conditions Part III, Section 
D.4.(a)

High wind, flooding, drought, lightning storms, or 
freeze events

Inactive Facilities Part III, Section 
D.4.(b)

Permit requirements to sample, inspect, examine, 
or monitor 
stormwater discharges are waived during the 
period that a facility maintains inactive 
status,

Lack of Qualifying Storm Event Part III, Section 
D.4.(c)

Monitoring was not possible due to a lack of a 
qualifying storm event as documented in the rain 
gauge recording or representative weather station

Hazardous Metals Waiver Part III, Section 
C.1.(c)

Certify that raw materials, byproducts, and final 
products do not contain hazardous metals OR 
they are not exposed to stormwater runoff

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Report Sample Results in NetDMR
Part III Section E.6

DMRs are to be submitted to TCEQ by March 31 of each year
You must collect and submit sampling data results if any of 

the following applies to your facility:
• Subject to federal effluent limitations guidelines.
• Must report numeric effluent limits for an exceedance of 

hazardous metals.
• Subject to benchmark monitoring requirements.
• Discharges a pollutant of concern at a level of concern directly 

into an impaired water body.

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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NetDMR Assistance Resources

Multi-sector general permit: Online 
reporting for discharge monitoring

Contact our NetDMR Help 
Desk at 
NetDMR@tceq.texas.gov 
or 512-239-3367

NetDMR: Submit Your 
DMRs Online

NetDMR: Training and 
Resources

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

https://youtube.com/watch?v=1KSiVkIFgh0&feature=share
https://youtube.com/watch?v=1KSiVkIFgh0&feature=share
mailto:NetDMR@tceq.texas.gov
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr/netdmr-training-and-resources
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr/netdmr-training-and-resources
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Terminating MSGP
Part II Section C.7. of MSGP

Submit a Notice of 
Termination (NOT) in 
STEERS:
Facility has shut down
NOI vs NEC
Relocation of facility
Alternative authorization 

obtained
Transfer of facility operational 

control

Terminate NOI

Terminate NEC

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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Signatory Requirements
Part II Section C.8. of MSGP

All applications must be 
signed according to 30 
TAC §305.44
All reports and 

certifications must be 
signed according to 30 
TAC §305.128

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)



40

Fees  
Part II Section C.10. of MSGP 

STEERs application (NOI and NEC) $100

Paper application (NOI and NEC)
[Must have electronic reporting waiver]

$200

Annual Water Quality fee (active NOI permittees) $200

Notice of Change (NOC) / Notice of Termination 
(NOT)

No Fees

Paid annually

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)
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How to Stay in Compliance
Read the permit 
Know the applicable sections of the permit
Implement & maintain appropriate stormwater 

controls
Conduct routine inspections and monitoring 
Modify SWP3 when changes are needed
Use available resources
Contact TCEQ for guidance

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/directory/region


Small Business and Local Government 
Assistance

We can help
TCEQ has 16 Regional Offices with SBLGA staff to provide 
technical assistance
One-on-one assistance-Onsite, in the office or on the phone
Compliance Assistance Hotline

• 800-447-2827
• M-F 8:00am-5:00pm
• Email: TexasEnviroHelp@tceq.texas.gov

www.TexasEnviroHelp.org

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

mailto:TexasEnviroHelp@tceq.texas.gov
http://www.texasenvirohelp.org/
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TCEQ Stormwater Program Contact 
Information

Stormwater Permitting Program (technical assistance)
• 512-239-4671
• swgp@tceq.texas.gov

Stormwater Processing Center (admin forms)
• 512-239-3700
• swpermit@tceq.texas.gov 

Basic Overview: Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP)

mailto:swgp@tceq.texas.gov
mailto:swpermit@tceq.texas.gov


Questions?

Veronica Medrano
Region 14 – Corpus Christi

361-881-6983
Veronica.Medrano@tceq.texas.gov

Vanessa Dueñas
Region 6 – El Paso

915-834-4974
Vanessa.Duenas@tceq.texas.gov

mailto:Veronica.Medrano@tceq.texas.gov
mailto:Vanessa.Duenas@tceq.texas.gov
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