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To whom it may concern: 

I am writing to express my interest in the Assistant Professor of Psychology position at South Dakota State University. As an experienced psychology instructor with a PhD in Applied Psychology, I believe I would be a great fit for this position. I have experience teaching many different psychology courses at several institutions. I have had the pleasure of teaching undergraduate students ranging from incoming freshman to graduating seniors. In addition to these experiences, I completed the instructional training track at U of X, which helped me to develop the skills necessary to be an effective instructor. My background in applied psychology, my training and research in health psychology, and my experience with teaching multiple psychology courses across different institutions and instructional modes makes me an especially qualified candidate for this particular position. Your advertisement specifically mentioned an interest in individuals with a background in health psychology.  One of my current lines of research, as well as my plans for future research, has focused on women’s reproductive health and choice.

My teaching philosophy is very much aligned with the goals and focuses of SDSU. As an instructor, I strive to create new and innovative ways to present course content to students to capture their focus, facilitate deeper learning, and create space for diverse learning experiences. I teach much of my course material through an intersectional lens, providing an inclusive space for students of all backgrounds to feel welcome in the classroom. I also challenge students to ask difficult questions, as I believe this helps them understand material better and make deeper connections between the material and the real world. I have also been able to apply these strategies and methods in both on-campus and online courses. Students who have completed courses with me have found my instructional methods beneficial to their learning and understanding of the material. In evaluations of my courses, students have written, “…I loved the way Jane taught it. She clearly had a thorough understanding of the content and was always able to answer questions and she was easy to talk to about issues or concerns. She explained everything really well to the point where I understood it with ease,” and, “Jane fostered a great classroom environment … Although this was a virtual class, I could sense how much she cared for the students.”   Please see my attached teaching philosophy, including student evaluations, for more details on my approach to teaching.

Your advertisement specifically mentioned a desire for a candidates’ ability to teach Introductory Psychology, History and Systems of Psychology, and Abnormal Psychology.  I have taught both Introductory Psychology and Abnormal Psychology and would be happy to continue to do so at SDSU.  While I have not taught History and Systems of Psychology, I do feel that I would be able to teach this course if needed. In addition, your advertisement inquired about the development of a course in the candidates’ area of expertise.  I would be delighted to develop a course on Women’s Health. 

As a graduate student in the Applied PhD program, I developed a broad program of research. I currently work with two lines of research including intervention programs for children with ADHD and women’s reproductive healthcare. My research is interdisciplinary as I have collaborated with individuals in other departments and at other institutions. I also have experience working with undergraduate research assistants and feel that my research program will continue to be conducive to the inclusion of undergraduate student researchers. I have been happy to work with these undergraduates to create more research opportunities. In my future research, I aim to continue to research the impact of healthcare restrictions and the effects of stigma surrounding reproductive choice, and I feel that SDSU would be a great place to continue this scholarly work. 

I believe my experience as an instructor and researcher, as well as my teaching philosophy, make me a qualified candidate for your Assistant Professor of Psychology position. I believe I would be a great fit for teaching students and conducting research at South Dakota State University, and for helping students succeed in their future career endeavors and opportunities. Thank you for your time and consideration, and I look forward to hearing from you about this opportunity. 

Sincerely,

Jane Doe

