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Overview
Debris generated in a disaster

Managing debris from a disaster

Temporary Debris Management Site 
application and approval

TCEQ temporary debris management 
site inspections

Temporary debris management site 
closure



4

Debris Management from Declared 
Disasters
Large volumes of debris are generated following disasters such
• Hurricanes
• Floods 
• Tornados
• Wildfires or explosions, and 
• Severe weather
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Debris may include
• Trees, brush, and other vegetative matter
• Burned, partially-burned construction or demolition 

waste
• Furnishings and appliances
• Putrescible waste and animal carcasses
• Infectious waste
• Household hazardous waste
• Hazardous waste
• Vehicles and vessels
• Sediments (soil, mud, sand)
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Disaster Declarations
• Declared by the governor 

or the president.
• Declaration will be county 

specific
• Enables counties to 

receive financial and 
technical assistance

tdem.texas.gov/disasters
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Getting Started
TCEQ RG-518 - 
Managing Debris from 
Declared Disasters

Emergency Response: 
https://www.tceq.texas.go
v/response

TCEQ-20660 - 
Temporary Debris-
Management Site 
Application

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response
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Temporary Debris Management 
Site (TDMS) Application

• Local governments to TCEQ Regional Offices
• Only applies to the management of debris 

generated by a natural disaster
• Debris may not be stored or processed on the 

site until the site is approved by the TCEQ
• Does not allow any activity that creates or 

contributes to a nuisance condition
• Approval is for 90 days from the date of the 

disaster
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Site Information
• Be located above the 100-year floodplain or have 

authorization from the local floodplain administrator
• FEMA Flood Map Service Center | Search By Address

• Must be located outside any known wetland
• National Wetlands Inventory

• Must be located ¼ mile from a water supply system
• Groundwater Data Viewer | Texas Water Development Board
• Surface Water Quality Viewer

• Ensure no unauthorized disposal
• 24-hour access control (fencing, locked gates, signs, etc.

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=2700%20humble%20road%2C%20tomball%2C%20texas%2077377#searchresultsanchor
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
https://www3.twdb.texas.gov/apps/waterdatainteractive/groundwaterdataviewer
https://tceq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b0ab6bac411a49189106064b70bbe778
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Staging/Stockpiling Sites

• Separate and sort out white good, construction and 
demolition debris, vegetative waste for proper disposal

• Batteries, used oil & used oil filters, tires, bulk liquids, 
PCB waste, or industrial hazardous waste should not be 
sent to a municipal solid waste landfill for disposal.
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Vegetative Debris Chipping and 
Mulching Sites
• Chipper/grinder machine should be operated 50 feet 

from the nearest property line
• Fire suppression measures are coordinated with the 

local fire marshal
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Burning Sites 
• TCEQ authorization must be received
• Agreements with local fire marshal and county judge to ensure 

no burn ban in place
• Must comply with Outdoor Burning rules and regulates found in 

30 TAC §111
• Debris generated must be disposed in a TCEQ authorized 

landfill, used for beneficial reuse, or buried in the trench at the 
time of burning given the waste is deed recorded

• Open burn or Air Curtain Incinerator (ACI)
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Application Issues
• Site located at a landfill or within a prohibited area
• Site does not meet the property set-back requirements 

for mulching and/or burning
• Lack of estimated debris volume
• Burning will occur near sensitive receptors
• Inadequate plan for disposal of debris or recycling of 

material
• Missing information on the application
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TCEQ Assistance

• It is recommended for local governments to pre-identify 
potential sites in case of disaster

• TCEQ can review a pre-identified site and determine if 
the site meets requirements

• TCEQ can create and setback maps for proposed 
locations

• Discuss disposal and recycling options in your area
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TDMS Application Approval
• Approval letter will be transmitted to the 

requesting entity and County Judge
• Approval is for 90 days from declared 

disaster date
• Extension requests may be approved at 

the discretion of the Regional Office 
based on updated site activities

• Site inspection may be conducted
• FEMA will not reimburse expenses 

incurred unless the site is approved by 
TCEQ
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TCEQ Initial Site Visit
• On-site inspections are conducted as 

soon as possible and continue 
weekly/ bi-weekly

• Verify Site Conditions
• Confirm site contact
• Identify Site Security
• Verify debris listed on application 

is identified and sorted
• Measure operating area
• Identify adjacent properties and 

sensitive receptors
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Waste Segregation Example 1
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Waste Segregation Example 2
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Vegetative Debris Sites



20

Burn Site
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Closure Inspection
• Confirm Operation are complete
• Verify removal of debris
• Request disposal documentation

• Deed recordation for burial
• Beneficial use records
• Landfill manifests
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Closure Issues

• Lack of disposal documentation
• Lack of deed recordation
• Lack of beneficial use documentation

**Note**
If material is stored for longer than the approved period, it may be 
considered solid waste and the site may be subject to permitting 
requirements and 30 TAC §330 rules. Additionally, any deviation 

from the approval (without prior authorization) can lead to possible 
regulatory actions.
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Guidance
• Public Assistance Grant Program

https://www.fema.gov/public-
assistance-policy-and-guidance

• Debris Management Guide
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/governme
nt/grant/pa/demagde.pdf 

• Incinerators 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/
air/guidance/newsourcereview/inciner
ators

• TCEQ’s webpage for recycling 
resources

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/recycle 

• TDEM’s webpage for disasters
https://tdem.texas.gov/disasters 

• TCEQ RG-049 - Outdoor Burning in 
Texas

• TCEQ RG-591 - Disposing of Animal 
Carcasses Left Behind by a Declared 
Disaster

https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-policy-and-guidance
https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-policy-and-guidance
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/government/grant/pa/demagde.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/government/grant/pa/demagde.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/guidance/newsourcereview/incinerators
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/guidance/newsourcereview/incinerators
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/guidance/newsourcereview/incinerators
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/recycle
https://tdem.texas.gov/disasters
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Point of Contacts
TCEQ Critical Infrastructure Division

TCEQ Regional Office

Texas Division on Emergency Management

Local Emergency Management Offices

County and City Officials



Emergency Temporary Authorizations
Adam Schnuriger
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What is an Emergency Temporary Authorization (ETA)?

• Authorization to temporarily change 
activities due to natural or man-made 
disaster.

• Hurricanes 
• Wildfires
• Tornadoes
• Flooding
• Facility-specific emergency
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Why Does a Facility Need an ETA?
• Disasters that disrupt certain 

facility operations from 
continuing:

• Limited access
• Damaged buildings or 

equipment
• Increase in storm debris 

waste
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How Long is an ETA Valid?

• Typically – 30-60 days
• Request should include the amount of 

time needed. 
• Maximum time – 180 days
• One extension up to 180 more days may 

be approved.
• Update TCEQ on progress every 30 days.
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Common Requests from Landfills

• Extending operating hours
• Extending waste acceptance hours
• Suspending cover inspections
• Suspending timeframes for repair of 

erosion
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Common Requests from Processing Facilities

• Suspending average and maximum 
waste storage volumes

• Suspending average and maximum 
waste processing times.

• Storing waste in the buffer zone (not 
including easements and rights of 
way).
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What is Not Covered by an ETA?

• Suspending:
• Requirements that decrease 

protectiveness of human health and the 
environment.

• Safety requirements, ex. fire plan
• Vector and odor control management

• Include alternative mitigation measures 
in the ETA request.
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How to Submit an ETA

• Submit to TCEQ – MSW Permits 
Section.

• No form required (TCEQ Form-
20650 is not used for ETAs.)

• No fees required.
• An ETA request can be done via:

• Letter
• Email
• Phone
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Information Required for an ETA

• Requirements that you are seeking 
to suspend.

• Justification for the suspension.
• Timeframe for the ETA.
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Example of an ETA 
Request

• Suspension of operating 
and waste acceptance 
hours.

• Suspension of maximum 
amount of waste received 
daily.

• Request to establish a 
temporary debris 
management site (denied).
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Can I Cancel My ETA? 
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Examples of Recent Disasters

Covid-19 (2020)
Hurricane Laura (2020)

Polar Vortex (2021)
Matador Tornado (2023)

Smokehouse Creek Fire (2024)
Hurricane Beryl (2024)



37

Examples of ETAs From Recent 
Disasters

Covid-19:
• Increase in overnight waste storage 

at transfer station. 

Polar Vortex:
• Maintaining leachate levels on the 

liner below 12 inches.

Hurricane Beryl:
• Operating 24/7, and extended waste 

acceptance hours.



Questions?
Adam Schnuriger
Adam.Schnuriger@tceq.texas.gov
512-239-0526

Municipal Solid Waste Permits 
Section  
MSWPER@tceq.texas.gov 
512-239-2335

Amanda Bucher
Amanda.Bucher@tceq.Texas.gov
210-403-4056

Region 13 – San Antonio
210-490-3096
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Sign Up 
for MSW’s 
Quarterly 

Newsletter
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