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Characteristics of an average gun owner: 

• Male

• Middle aged (early 50’s)

• Married

• White

The Why - Status Quo pre-2020

2016 Consumer 
Segmentation 

Study by 
Southwick & 
Associates

“Collectors” 
6% Black

“Social 
Shooters” 
4% Black

“Skill 
Builders” 
14% Black

“Protector” 
10% Black
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What are we seeing in the industry?
• Recent “first-time” gun buyers are 

breaking the mold
• New gun buyers are representing more 

people of color
• Black gun owners are the largest group of 

new and first-time firearm purchasers
• This segment of customers are younger, want 

training and want to use the firearms they are 
buying not just store them
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Among target shooters, the percent of each of the 
following groups who are new shooters:
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83
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Research Methodology
• Research Review and Data Mining

✓ Crosstabulations of Black vs. non-Black firearm owners from the previous 
firearm ownership and shooting participation trend study for NSSF

• Qualitative Data Collection

✓ Two focus groups with Black firearm owners and sport shooters 

✓ One group with general population residents

✓ One group with National African American Gun Association members

• Quantitative Data Collection

✓ Nationwide scientific multi-modal survey of Black firearm owners 
and sport shooters (data gathered online and by phone, 
including text messages)

✓ n = 800 (200 interviews per AFWA region); national and regional results

✓ 95% confidence interval | sampling error: +/- 3.46 percentage points 

✓ Supplemental survey of National African American Gun Association members

• Detailed Final Report with Recommendations to Inform Toolkit Assets

Credit: Navigator Research



Research Topics:

✓ Initial Exposure to Firearms and Sport Shooting

✓ Effect of the Pandemic on Sport Shooting and 
Firearm Purchasing

✓ Motivations for Sport Shooting and 
Firearm Purchasing

✓ Importance of Safety as a Component of 
Sport Shooting and Firearm Use

✓ Issues Affecting Use of Shooting Ranges

✓ Constraints to Sport Shooting

✓ Incentives for Sport Shooting

✓ Sources of Information

✓ Attitudes Toward Mentoring
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