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Permit Overview
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Applicability 
Overview
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MSGP, TXR050000
Effective August 14, 2021

Expires August 14, 2026

Authorizes point source discharges of:

• “stormwater associated with industrial activity” and 

• certain non-stormwater discharges to surface 
waters in the state

• Stormwater discharges directly related to manufacturing, 
processing or raw materials storage areas at an 
industrial facility.

• TCEQ issued an amendment without renewal of the 
TPDES 2021 MSGP in May 2025.

• TCEQ is also in the process of renewing the general 
permit upon its expiration in 2026.



4

What Discharges Require MSGP Authorization?
• Stormwater discharges associated 

with industrial activity as defined in 
40 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) §122.26(b)(14)(i) - (xi)

• Coverage is based upon:
• Standard Industrial Classification 

Codes (SIC) and Activity Codes
• Discharges subject to federal 

effluent guidelines under 40 CFR 
Parts 400 - 471

• Divided into 30 Sectors: A to AD
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Regulated Industrial Activities
SIC Codes
• Four digits in length 
• Based on revenue 

produced by the 
regulated activity

• Neither TCEQ nor EPA 
assign SIC codes

NAICS Codes 
• Can be used to 

determine the 
SIC code for a 
facility

• Cross-walk table 
provided in the 
permit. 

Activity Codes 
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Primary and Secondary SIC Codes
• Primary SIC Codes

• An SIC code that describes the principal product or 
group of products produced or distributed at a facility, 
or that describes services rendered

• The operation that generates the most revenue or 
employs the most personnel is the operation in which 
the facility is primarily engaged

• Secondary SIC Codes
• An SIC code that describes an industrial activity that is 

performed at a regulated facility or site that is in 
addition to the primary SIC code

• Co-located activities: the operator must comply 
with all of the sector specific requirements in the 
MSGP for all activities

EXAMPLE

“Handy Metal Works LLC 
produces metal cans and 
pressure tanks. Their greatest 
revenue comes from metal cans.”

Primary: 3411 – Metal Can 
Manufacturing

Secondary: 3443 – Fabricated 
Plate Work (Boiler Shop)



Obtaining Permit Coverage
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Obtaining Permit 
Coverage
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MSGP Authorization Types



Automatic Authorization
• Operators of certain industrial activities are 

designated for coverage under this general permit
• Not required to submit NOI or NEC application, 

prepare a stormwater pollution prevention plan 
(SWP3), or conduct analytical sampling

• The facility operator must comply with 
requirements 

• Standard Permit Conditions- Part III, Section E
• Conditional No Exposure Exclusion from Permit 

Requirements- Part II Section C. 1
• See Part II, Section B. 13 for a list of industrial 

activities which qualify for automatic authorization

9



MSGP Authorization Process
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1. Read the 
permit 

2. Determine 
your SIC/Activity

Code and 
Sector 

3. Is there 
industrial exposure?

NOI or NEC

4. Prepare and Implement 
a SWP3 for NOI

5. Apply -
NOI or NEC and 

pay application fee
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan  (SWP3)
• An applicant must develop and implement a SWP3 before 

submitting an NOI for coverage

• SWP3 requirements are in Part III, Section A of the MSGP:

• Identify pollutants, both actual and potential

• Include maps

• Identify a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Team

• Establish practices and controls appropriate for the facility

• Document monitoring and inspections

• TCEQ SWP3 template available to all permittees (RG-639) 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-639.pdf


No Exposure Certification (NEC) Authorizations
• “No Exposure” means all industrial activities 

are either conducted indoors or protected by a 
storm-resistant shelter to prevent exposure of 
those activities to rain, snow, snowmelt, or runoff  

• Operators certify that industrial activities and 
materials are not exposed to stormwater 

• No SWP3, sampling, monitoring, inspections or 
annual water quality fee 

• NECs are only available facility-wide 
• TCEQ developed RG-467 to assist operators 

determine if their facility is eligible. This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA
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https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/assistance/publications/rg-467.pdf
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/High_School_Earth_Science/Pollution_of_the_Land
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


MSGP Universe
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NOI – 8,700

NEC – 3,655

Number of Authorizations as of April 2025

NOI NEC

Authorizations are effective 
from the approval date of the 
NOI until:

• Expiration of the master 
statewide MSGP; or

• Submittal of a Notice of 
Termination (NOT), 
whichever comes first.



How do I apply for MSGP Authorization?
All applications must be submitted online using the ePermits system through the 
State of Texas Environmental Electronic Reporting System (STEERS), unless a 
permittee obtains an electronic reporting waiver:

1. Create an account
2. Fill out applicable NOI or NEC
3. Sign form with STEERS Participation Agreement (SPA)
4. Pay $100 Application Fee 
5. Submit NOI or NEC
6. Print authorization certificate

https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/ 
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https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/


Changes in Information or Cancelling Coverage
• Additional information submitted via STEERS

• Notice of Change (NOC) 

• for changes to information submitted on NOI or NEC

• Notice of Termination (NOT) 

• to cancel coverage

• Delegation of Signatory Rights  

15



16

Delegation of Signatory
• Certain individuals are authorized to sign TCEQ applications under Title 30, Texas Administrative 

Code (30 TAC), Section 305.44. 

• If you are authorized by this rule, you do not need to apply for a delegation of signatories, 
however, you can choose a duly authorized representative to sign certain documents and reports.
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MSGP Annual Water Quality Fee

• All active NOI authorizations, 
as of September 1 of each 
year, must pay an annual 
water quality fee of $200. 

See Texas Water Code, 
§26.0291.



Monitoring 
Requirements

Monitoring Requirements
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MSGP Requirements
• Quarterly visual monitoring
• Benchmark sampling, if required
• Hazardous metals sampling
• Sampling to comply with numeric effluent 

limits, if required Sector/subsector
• Sampling for discharges to impaired water 

bodies, if discharging the pollutant of 
concern

• Prepare Annual Comprehensive Site 
Compliance Inspection Report 



Qualifying Storm Events
• Storm event that results in a discharge from 

the site 
• Must be monitoring at least once per week 
• Permittee must maintain one of the 

following:
• On-site rain gauge
• Representative weather station
• Alternative means of compliance (subject 

to TCEQ’s approval)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
SA-NC

20

http://bloggingfromthebootheel.blogspot.com/2013_03_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Quarterly Visual Monitoring
• Collect a grab sample from each 

outfall using a clean clear glass or 
plastic jar

• Perform the visual examination 
immediately after collecting the 
sample in a well-lit area

• Document indicators of stormwater 
pollution

• Color, clarity, foam, oil sheen, 
solids, odors

• Modify BMPs or process if examination 
reveals indicators of pollutants 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA

http://www.madhawa.lk/ceramics/effect-of-water-quality-in-ceramics-industry/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://monniart.wordpress.com/2012/03/04/water-pollution/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Benchmark Monitoring Requirements
• Applies to certain facilities in 21 Sectors

• Based on SIC/Activity Code
• See Part V of the MSGP for specific benchmark monitoring requirements 

in each Sector
• Two samples collected and analyzed semi-annually 

• January - June and July - December of each year
• Report annual average by March 31 of each year

• Benchmarks are not effluent limits
• In NetDMR they are “Alerts” 

• Waiver option available during Year 3 and 4 of the MSGP cycle
• Not required to report in NetDMR, but can report with a No Data 

Indicator (NODI) Code
• Sampling not required for Year 5 of the MSGP
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Monitoring Requirements Cont..



Hazardous Metals Monitoring Requirements
• Required by ALL permittees regardless of Sector or SIC code

• Based on state rules in 30 TAC Chapter 319
• One sample collected and analyzed annually by December 31 of 

each year
• Reported by March 31 of each year only if there is an exceedance
• These will appear in NetDMR as Unscheduled limits

• Waiver option available
• If you implement a waiver, this must be indicated on the NOI or NOC 

submitted to TCEQ
• Not required to report in NetDMR, but can report with a NODI Code
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Sector Specific Numeric Effluent Limits – 
Federal Effluent Guidelines
• Applies to certain facilities

• Sectors A, C, D, E, J, O, and S
• Must indicate on the NOI or NOC if you are 

subject to a relevant federal rule
• 40 CFR Parts 400 - 471 
• May not be applicable to all SIC codes 

in each Sector
• One sample collected and analyzed 

annually by December 31 of each year
• Reported by March 31 of each year
• These will appear in NetDMR as 

Scheduled limits

Sector O: Coal Pile Runoff

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/rocbolt/2965684268/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Impaired Waters and Pollutants of Concern 
Monitoring
• Applies to certain facilities discharging directly to an impaired waterbody

• Must indicate on NOI that the facility discharges a pollutant of concern (POC) at 
a level of concern 

• A POC is a parameter that the waterbody is impaired for
• Sampling parameter is sometimes different than the POC

• e.g., POC = Dissolved Oxygen, then sample parameters = BOD and COD

• One sample collected and analyzed annually by December 31 each 
year

• Report by March 31 of each year
• This will appear in NetDMR as an Unscheduled limit

• Report only – no limits
26
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Monitoring Reporting Requirements 



Inspections

28
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NetDMR Reporting
• Effective August 14, 2021

• Analytical results for determining compliance with 
the MSGP monitoring requirements must be 
submitted online using the NetDMR reporting 
system

• Unless the permittee requests and obtains an 
electronic reporting waiver

• Training and resources 

• Create your account in EPA’s Central Data 
Exchange (CDX) 

• Request access to NetDMR
• Access to NetDMR

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr
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MSGP Monitoring in NetDMR

*In most cases, ELGs are Scheduled. However, for some ELGs, the Daily Average limits 
are Unscheduled and only reported if multiple samples are taken in one month



2025 MSGP 
Amendment

Monitoring Requirements 
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2025 MSGP Amendment 
TCEQ prepared an amendment without 
renewal to the MSGP to: 

• Implement House Bill (HB) 2771
• Implement HB 1688

• Adoption – early May 2025



HB 2771, 86th Regular 
Legislative Session

• Initiated transfer of state and federal authority to TCEQ 
for discharges associated with crude oil and natural gas 
exploration, development, and production facilities 
(effective Sept. 1, 2019). 

• U.S. EPA approved the transfer of NPDES authority on 
Jan. 15, 2021.

• Expands permit applicability to include certain non-
exempt oil and gas activities.
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HB 1688, 88th Regular 
Legislative Session

• Effective September 1, 2023
• Amended Watershed Protection rules under Title 30 TAC Chapter 311, 

Subchapter H
• Prohibit quarries located in a water protection area in the new Coke 

Stevenson Scenic Riverway from obtaining stormwater coverage 
under the MSGP 

34



Amendment Changes 
• Replaced the prohibition for stormwater discharges associated with certain oil and 

activities
• Expanded applicability of the general permit (Part V). 
• Added language to clarify that permitees with active authorizations under the 

existing 2021 TPDES MSGP are authorized to continue to discharge under the 
terms and conditions of the 2021 MSGP. 

• Added requirement for new non-exempt oil and gas facilities to obtain coverage 
under the amended permit within 90 days of the effective date. 

• Replaced reference to the “John Graves Scenic Riverway” to “Water Quality 
Protection Areas” 

• The amended TPDES MSGP replaces and superseded the EPA-issued NPDES 
MSGP TXR05F000, modified September 29, 2021, and expires February 28, 2026

35
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Which O&G activities will now require permit coverage?  
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Which O&G activities are eligible for the exemption 
from stormwater permit coverage?

Stormwater Team, Water Quality Division

• Discharges of stormwater from field 
activities or operations associated with 
oil and gas exploration, production, 
processing, or treatment operations or 
transmission facilities. 

• Generally defined in the following 
NAICS codes and titles

• A general, non-exhaustive, list of 
exempt sites/activities and non-exempt 
sites/activities can be found at 
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-
gas-stormwater-permitting

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting
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Oil and Gas Exemption Resources
• View documents about the Oil and Gas Rules and Exemptions at 

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting-
documents

• View examples of exempt and non-exempt sites/activities at 
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting

Stormwater Team, Water Quality Division

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting-documents
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting-documents
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/oil-and-gas-stormwater-permitting


2026 MSGP 
Permit Renewal

Monitoring Requirements   

39



40

2026 Renewal TPDES MSGP TXR050000 
TCEQ initiated the renewal process in October 2024
• Renewal was announced to permittees and stakeholders via email on 

October 9, 2024
• Internal comments requested from TCEQ program areas
• Reviewed comments received during current permit cycle
• Conducted Benchmark analysis
• Stakeholder meeting – November 6, 2024 

• Accepted comments until November 20, 2024
• Comments requested from existing permittees

• Scheduled for EPA’s 90-day review starting in May 2025
• Anticipated 30-Day Public Comment period in December 2025



• Move SIC/NAICS codes tables to new Appendix A
• Formatting issues including font, font size, and 

paragraph format.
• Update file to meet TCEQ accessibility standards
• Sector Table Typos

• Sector AB and AC
• Miscellaneous typos

Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
Editorial Changes



Removal of SIC Code 1231 - Anthracite Mining
• OSHA SIC Manual specifies that this code identifies 

facilities located in Pennsylvania

Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
SIC Code 1231



• Revision of Allowable Non-Stormwater Discharge
• Clarify firefighting activity to state Emergency Fire-fighting
• Consistent with the 2023 Construction General Permit

• Update references of Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 
361, Solid Waste Disposal
• To 30 TAC Chapter 330, Municipal Solid Waste and 30 TAC 

Chapter 335, Industrial Solid Waste and Municipal 
Hazardous Waste

Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
Miscellaneous Items



• Specify home-rule municipality as established in ‘Texas Statute’
• As opposed to including the direct rule citation

• Update text to reflect up-to-date NetDMR reporting 
requirements

• Allow facilities to maintain an electronic SWP3
• Consistent with the requirements of the 2023 Construction 

General Permit

Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
Miscellaneous Items



• NOI Changes
• Require an answer for the Longitude and Latitude

• NOC Changes
• Include clarification for changes 

• Legal Name Change of same entity
• Permitted Site Name

Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
NOI and NOC
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Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
Clarification of Text – Waiver Effectiveness

• Part II Section B
• Subsection 7 (b)(3)d. – Impaired Water bodies and TMDL 

Requirements
• Include text to clarify the waiver effectiveness for the remainder of 

the permit term
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Proposed Changes to Existing Permit 
Clarification of Text – Notification to TCEQ

• Part IV.A.2(c) – Background Sampling
• Specify notification to appropriate regional office
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Summary of Proposed Changes to 
2026 Benchmark Values

• Lower Phosphorous to 0.78 mg/L
• Sector C
• Current Benchmark value at 1.25 mg/L
• Median of 0.32 mg/L
• Average of 0.78 mg/L
• Median has been decreasing in previous cycles
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Summary of Proposed Changes to 
2026 Benchmark Values 

• Lower Ammonia Nitrogen to 1.0 mg/L
• Sectors K and S
• Currently 1.7 mg/L
• Median of 0.179 and 0.0895 mg/L

• Lower Iron to 1.0 mg/L
• Currently 1.3 mg/L
• 4 of 12 groups that may have difficulty meeting 

benchmark
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Summary of Proposed Changes to 
2026 Benchmark Values  

• Lower Cyanide to 0.01 mg/L
• Currently 0.02 mg/L
• Pollutant median is 0.003 mg/L

• Lower Nitrate + Nitrite Nitrogen to 0.6 mg/L
• Currently 0.68 mg/L
• Pollutant median is 0.56 mg/L

• Lower Zinc to 0.12 mg/L
• Currently 0.16 mg/L
• Pollutant median is 0.12 mg/L
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Proposed Changes to Existing Permit
Other Potential Changes

• In December of 2024 EPA made their draft of the 2025 
EPA MSGP available to the public
• TCEQ has not decided to make any revisions to the 

current TPDES MSGP as a result.
• EPA Review

• To determine required revisions to proposed draft 
general permit



Useful Tools
• TCEQ Stormwater Permits

• https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/stormwater
• STEERS 

• https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/
• SBLGA  Assistance Tools

• https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/water/stormwater/sw.html
• Water Quality General Permit Search

https://www2.tceq.texas.gov/wq_dpa/index.cfm
• NetDMR Training

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr
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https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/stormwater
https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/water/stormwater/sw.html
https://www2.tceq.texas.gov/wq_dpa/index.cfm
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/netdmr


Water Quality General Permits Search
https://www2.tceq.texas.gov/wq_dpa/index.cfm
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https://www2.tceq.texas.gov/wq_dpa/index.cfm


Stormwater Permitting Contacts

Stormwater Team
 512-239-4671

 SWGP@tceq.texas.gov

Stormwater Processing Center
 512-239-3700

 SWPermit@tceq.texas.gov

Rebecca L. Villalba- Team Leader
• Hannah Cobos Mendez
• Benjamin Dixon
• Jesse Gress-Alamilla
• Sofia Martinez 
• Leland Moore
• Mariana Rivas Varela
• Mary Huseman, SWPC
• Jeneane Toliver, SWPC
• Carol Lee Trucksess, SWPC
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mailto:SWGP@tceq.texas.gov
mailto:SWPermit@tceq.texas.gov


Thank you!
TCEQ Water Quality Division

Stormwater Team
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