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“As the field of PPI develops, we expect further development of GRIPP2 to  
refine and update the guidance”
Brett J, et al. 201710

Has the time come?
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Key Takeaway

The GRIPP2 guidelines are rarely mentioned (2%) in PPI* 
publications, limiting evidence-based best practice for PPI

2.	 How many PPI publications mention GRIPP2?

•	 Almost all PPI publications, published since GRIPP2, did not mention GRIPP2

4.	 How do GRIPP2 items compare with certain journal requirements for reporting PPI?

•	 The specific requirements for PPI reporting differ between the 2 versions of GRIPP2 and between the requirements 
issued by some journals8,9

•	 If variations continue, inefficiencies and inconsistencies in PPI reporting are likely

Limitations

•	 Results are limited by PubMed’s database and searchability functions and by analysing PPI reporting guidelines 
from 2 journals8,9

•	A multistakeholder-driven update to GRIPP2 and consideration of incentives for 
standardised, complete, transparent, and efficient reporting may be warranted5,11-13

Conclusions

•	Real-world evidence indicates that the aims of GRIPP2 are not being met

	– Although PPI publications are increasing rapidly, GRIPP2 is rarely mentioned 

	– If used, the GRIPP2 form is being completed in variable, potentially inefficient and inappropriate, ways

	– Publication professionals could help authors use GRIPP2 for PPI publications

3.	 What were the characteristics of PPI publications mentioning GRIPP2?

•	 Of the 28 PPI publications mentioning GRIPP2, 5 did not report research results (article types: methods; protocol; 
letter) and 3 were not available with free full text

•	 Of these 20 publications:

	– 14 (70%) used GRIPP2 for purposes other than PPI reporting (eg, guide data collection; assess data quality);  
6 (30%) used GRIPP2 to report on PPI (eg, how PPI influenced the study)

	– 8 (40%) included a GRIPP2 form with the publication

	– 6 (75%) as a supplement; 2 (25%) within the publication

	– 5 (63%) completed the form by referring only to page numbers, 2 (25%) included full-text responses,  
and 1 (12%) had both full-text and page numbers

	– 5 (63%) used the short form; 3 (37%) used the long form

	– Form choice may have been inappropriate; of the 5 publications with a short form, 4 (80%) had PPI as a 
primary focus but did not use the recommended long form

Results

1.		 How have PPI publications changed over time?

•	 The number of PPI publications has increased rapidly, particularly since 2017 
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Year of publication

Article type Most frequent: Research article (11; 55%)

Country of first author Most frequent: UK (12; 60%)

Country of funder Most frequent: UK (9; 45%)

Therapeutic area Most frequent: General (not therapeutic area specific) (9; 45%)

Language Most frequent: English (20; 100%)

Patient authorship† 8; 40%

Medical writer use 0; 0%

Industry sponsor 0; 0%

Use of GRIPP2 as a keyword 1; 5%

Characteristics of free full-text research PPI publications with real-world use of GRIPP2 (n = 20)

† Patient authors may encourage the use of GRIPP2 or work with those who do.6 Patient authorship (40%) in these PPI publications is relatively high in contrast to patient authorship in patient 
experience publications (0.2%).7
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A GRIPPing Story? Use of the GRIPP2 Checklist for 
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POSTER #20

Only 2% (n = 28) of 

1312 PPI publications 

mentioned GRIPP2
98% (n = 1284)

Objectives

We investigated:

		 1.	 How have PPI publications changed over time?

		 2.	 How many PPI publications mention GRIPP2?

		 3.	 What were the characteristics of PPI publications mentioning GRIPP2?

		 4.	� How do GRIPP2 items compare with certain journal requirements for reporting PPI?

Background

•	 The original Guidance for Reporting Involvement of Patients and the Public (GRIPP)2 and the updated GRIPP2 
checklists3,4 were developed to enhance the reporting of patient and public involvement (PPI) in research 

•	 There are 2 GRIPP2 checklists:

	– Long form: 34 items; for when PPI is the primary focus of the research 

	– Short form: 5 items; for when PPI is not the primary focus of the research

•	 Stakeholders involved in publishing PPI research (eg, authors, publication professionals, journal editors, and 
publishers) could support the use and aims of GRIPP2

•	 However, real-world evidence on how GRIPP2 is being used is limited5

GRIPP2 aims “…to improve the quality, transparency, and consistency of the 
international patient and public involvement (PPI) evidence base…”
Staniszewska S, et al. 20173,4

Methods

•	 We searched PubMed from inception to identify PPI publications and then generated a dataset of PPI articles following 
publication of GRIPP2

PubMed 8/2/2017 to 12/31/2023

[Title/Abstract] = ”Patient and  
public involvement”

[All fields] = 
”GRIPP2”

Online journal and  
repository searches

Free full text
Mention  
GRIPP2

PPI  
publications

*PPI refers to research being carried out “with” or “by” members of the public 
rather than “to”, “about”, or “for” them1
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