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Anatomy of MERS epidemic



MERS epidemic
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27 affected countries 
~75% in Saudi Arabia
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MERS geography
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sporadic + human-to-human transmission
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geo-temporal variation
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sporadic vs. human-transmission cases
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South Korea

Summer 2015

[ScienceNews]
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p-value < 10-4
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risk of onward transmission
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variables OR 95%CI p
onset before importation 0.2 [0.0, 1.7] 0.19
infection risk period 1.7 [1.2, 6.7] 0.04

time before hospitalization 1.1 [0.7, 1.7] 0.62

time in the hospital 1.7 [1.2, 7.3] 0.02

# visited healthcare facilities 3.3 [1.2, 25.4] 0.05

declared history of travel (no vs. yes) 8.2 [0.32, 625] 0.21
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awareness vs response
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pearson r = -0.66 
p-value = 0.001

days in the community vs. GT: 
r=0.22, p=0.32
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