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® Episode 5: The final installment in our series on cultural inclusion in early

0 childhood education.
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NOTES:

Welcome & Introduction

Gallangoor djalli - Welcome to Episode 5

In this final episode, we'll explore how to create culturally rich

environments that honor diversity and foster belonging. By bringing

together everything we've learned throughout our series, we'll see

how even one small change can have a significant impact on

children's sense of identity and connection.




NOTES:

What is a Culturally Rich
Environment?

Beyond Decorations The Third Teacher

More than just posters or dolls - a Our environment sends powerful

culturally rich environment is messages to children about what
i holistic, encompassing physical, and who is valued. It teaches

heard, and experienced.

' emotional, and relational spaces. silently through what is visible,

Belonging Messages

| Children should consistently

receive the message: "l belong

here. My culture matters. My
identity is valued."




NOTES:

What Should Be Seen & Felt?

Visual Elements Sensory Experiences

Family photos, diverse books, Music, stories, and songs from many
artwork from various cultures, and cultures; varied textures, natural
bilingual labels throughout the materials, and cooking smells that
space reflect diverse traditions

Emotional Climate

An atmosphere that feels warm, safe, and inclusive for all children and families

regardless of background




NOTES:
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Environment as the Third Teacher

Silent Teaching

Spaces teach through what's visible, heard, and experienced,

communicating values without words

Reinforcing Belonging

Well-designed environments consistently communicate: "Who | am

matters here"

Cultural Safety

Creates spaces where children and families feel respected, valued,

and understood

Building Identity

Supports confidence, positive identity formation, and overall

wellbeing




NOTES:

Connecting to Country

Localising your environment creates authentic connections to place:

Develop a child-friendly Acknowledgement of Country with guidance from

local Elders

Incorporate natural materials, maps, and local language elements

Display artwork that represents local stories and traditions

Partner with Elders, artists, and families to ensure authenticity

These practices help children develop a sense of place and respect for First Nations
cultures.




NOTES:

Families & Community Voices

Families as First Teachers

Meaningful family partnerships enrich your environment:

Invite families to share photos, artifacts, and cultural items

Create space for parents, Elders, and community members to lead

activities

Document and display family stories and traditions

Develop shared ownership of the learning space

When families see their cultures reflected, it builds trust, pride, and

stronger connections between home and your setting.




NOTES:

Planning & Action Steps

Set Realistic Goals
Audit Your Environment

Identify simple, achievable changes you can implement. Start small
Examine your current space critically. What cultures are and build momentum over time.

represented? What's missing? Whose voices aren't being heard?

Reflect & Link to QIP
Gather Resources

Regularly evaluate your progress, adapt as needed, and document

Connect with families, community organizations, and cultural changes in your Quality Improvement Plan. :

groups to source authentic materials and knowledge.




Reflection Activity

| One Change You'll Make

Take a moment to reflect on your learning from this series. Identify one specific
change you'll implement in your environment to make it more culturally rich.

It could be:

A new display featuring family photographs
Learning greetings in languages represented in your group
Adding culturally diverse books to your reading area

Incorporating a cultural element into your daily routine

Remember: Small, intentional steps create lasting impact.




Closing the Series

Episode 2
Episode 1

Self-reflection and cultural competence
Understanding culture and its importance

in early childhood

Episode 3

Building relationships with families and
communities

Episode 5
Creating culturally rich environments .& Episode 4

Intentional teaching and cultural learning

Throughout this series, we've explored key themes of respect, reflection, relationships, and purpose. Remember that cultural learning iQ::-
lifelong journey—thank you for walking this path with me.




NOTES:

Resources & Thank You

Building Belonging Toolkit — Australian Human Rights Commission

Narragunnawali — Reconciliation Australia

Early Childhood Australia (ECA) resources

SNAICC - National Voice for our Children materials

Local libraries, cultural centers, and community networks

Thank you for your commitment to creating spaces where every child feels they belong. Keep

celebrating diversity and fostering cultural connections in your early childhood setting.

O Continue your learning journey by connecting with these organisations and
resources to deepen your practice.




