Documenting contemporary artworks for reconstruction

Documentation Framework for Reconstruction

Research Design

Research Questions

Why is documentation of
contemporary art important?

What is the role of archivists in the
documentation of contemporary
art?

Research Objectives

e To propose documentation
strategies that can support the
sustainable reconstruction of
contemporary artworks.

e To explore the role of archivists
throughout theses processes.

Research Methods

e Literature review & case study:
Three artworks from Busan
Museum of Contemporary Art

e Interviews and content analysis
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|R] Bahc Yiso, Installation Drawing for <Untitled (Today)> (2001)

with art archivists

Untitled (Today)

An installation piece reconstructed for the 2024 Busan Biennale after the artist’s death
Reconstructoon based on the artist’s installation drawings
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manual, Certificate of authenticity intent
Based on Lopez Iniesta (2021), This framework classifies types of media art to identify essential documentation elements.
It organizes key items, methods, timing, and agents, and includes potential areas for archival participation. The checklist was developed accordingly.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- A h' e ] V'
rchnivist's View

|L] Shin Mookyoung <our contemporaries> (2010)
|R] Shin Mookyoung <our contemporaries - phone> (2013)
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|L] Kwon Eunbi, <Geomorphology of Labor: 12Scenes> (2021)
|R] Exhibition Guide for Busan MoCA Collection — Kwon Eunbi: Geomorphology of Labor - 12 Scenes
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Interviewed 3 art archivists

Archivists have specialized expertise in
designing systematic documentation tools
and strategies tailored to diverse types of

As the need for reconstruction grows in
on-site engagement, Systematic
documentation collection offers a valuable
opportunity to highlight and redefine the

role of archivists.
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Checklist

Requirement Media Type
Installation diagram & spatial plan Image Document
Equipment lists & technology standard Template, Memo

Notes about Installation process & manuals

Documentation of Software version

Audience interviews Rilen

Document

Audience feedback records Image

Document

Questionnaires after exhibition

Survey

Sensor data of human Interaction

Gathering of exhibition proposals & artwork selection records

Press releases and reviews

Reinstallation/recreation checklist Template(List, Checklist)

Authenticity of works documents (Certificate of authenticity)

Archivists are generally less involved than
curators in close collaboration with artists
and on-site engagement.

The complexity and variability of
contemporary art, coupled with limited
archival training and research, highlight
limitations that traditional documentation
methods can no longer address.
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