


Philosophical Foundation

• Every student should have the opportunity to take a Dual Credit 
course. 
• Every student should be exposed to the possibility of pursuing a 

college degree.
• Every student should be exposed to high-quality CTE courses that 

showcase career opportunities. 
• Earning a single college credit in HS can make a difference. 



Running Start Funding Change in 2023-2024

• RS students qualify for a 1.4 Super FTE
• Summer eligibility
• A 5-college credit RS class is 0.33 FTE for the Community College

• Open to all students in grades 11-12 
• “Rising Juniors” – Summer BEFORE Junior year
• Summer limited to 10 credits
• “After Exit” – Summer AFTER Senior year, if within 15 credits of an AA

• Running Start Enrollment Verification Form (RSEVF)  - Handout 2

• Running Start FAQ from OSPI
• Handout 9 – RS FAQ, October 2024
• bulletin_057-23.pdf (ospi.k12.wa.us) – Regarding 2023 changes

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/rsevf-2023-24-ada.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/rsevf-2023-24-ada.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-10/bulletin_057-23.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-10/bulletin_057-23.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-10/bulletin_057-23.pdf
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-10/bulletin_057-23.pdf


Know your FTE!

# of Periods at 
ZHS FTE Claimable by ZHS

5 1.00
4 .92
3 .69
2 .46
1 .23
0 0

FTE is based on the weekly enrollment minutes in a classroom, divided by 1,665. Passing time can be included 
(up to 20% of daily total instruction time).
Contact your district registrar if you do not know your FTE per period. If you want to verify or make changes to 
FTE period calculations, use the OSPI tool found here:
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/fte_calculator_1.xlsx

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/fte_calculator_1.xlsx
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/fte_calculator_1.xlsx
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/2023-08/fte_calculator_1.xlsx


Running Start = 1.40 FTE Limit

# of Periods 
at ZHS

FTE Claimable 
by ZHS

YVC Credits
(5 credits is 0.33 FTE)

5 1.00 Up to 6 credits / (0.4 FTE)
4 .92 Up to 7 credits / (0.47 FTE)
3 .69 Up to 10 credits / (0.67 FTE)
2 .46 Up to 14 credits / (0.93 FTE)
1 .23 Up to 17 credits / (1.13 FTE)
0 0 Up to 21 credits* / 1.40 FTE

* More than 18 credits requires YVC approval



Key Learning
ZHS can “lose” one period of FTE 

for 12 students and still retain more FTE 
than 1 student going RS full time. 

1 period lost = 0.08 FTE
12 students taking 1 period off = 0.96 FTE

But two periods…



Key Learning: 
The Community College Gains Too!

1 full-time RS student = 1 FTE

However, 3 students enrolled in 
1 RS class each (0.33 FTE) 

is equal to 1 FTE for the community college

If we send 12 students, one class each, 
that’s 4 FTE for the CC, 
while we only lose 0.96



Running Start is a PARTNER in the Process

To keep more FTE…
 

Partner WITH Running Start 
NOT against them. 



Traditional Running Start DTA AA
• Not all AA Degrees are the same!
• DTA AA

• The Associate in Arts - Direct Transfer Agreement (DTA) degree is 
designed for students who plan to transfer to a four-year college or 
university.

• AAS
• The Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree is a two-year degree for 

students who want to start a career immediately after graduation. 
Examples include accounting, marketing, business technology, nursing, 
computer science and advanced manufacturing.
• These degrees typically do not transfer to a university.



https://www.yvcc.edu/academics/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/11/Direct-
Transfer-Degree-999A-Worksheet-AF.pdf - HANDOUT 3
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THREE DIFFERENT PROGRAMS

COLLEGE IN 
THE 

HIGH SCHOOL
• NO COSTS TO 

STUDENTS
• CWU
• EWU
• ZHS grade is the 

same as the 
university grade. 

• ZHS teachers

CTE 
DUAL CREDIT

• NO COSTS TO 
STUDENTS

• YVC or WWCC 
agreement

• Must receive a “B” 
or better to receive 
credit. 

• ZHS teachers
• Cost to District

• $67.50 per 
5-credit course

• Plus books & 
Transportation

• YAKIMA VALLEY 
COLLEGE

• Online or in-person at 
YVC

RUNNING
 START



WE CAN OFFER THAT ON OUR CAMPUS!

• College in the High School courses are guaranteed to transfer to 
any public 2 year or 4 year institution. 
• CiHS courses from CWU, EWU, UW, (and soon WWU) are 

protected by the WAC and must be accepted by the public 
colleges and universities. 

• WAC 392.725.250
• Council of Presidents (CoP) CiHS credit transfer tool
• CiHS Equivalencies Public Baccalaureate Sector

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-725&full=true
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-725&full=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CmRZkfai2cw0ZmUHoquZjBywxandDV28/edit?gid=1180011737
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CmRZkfai2cw0ZmUHoquZjBywxandDV28/edit?gid=1180011737
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CmRZkfai2cw0ZmUHoquZjBywxandDV28/edit?gid=1180011737


College in the High School
• CWU and EWU at ZHS

• UW – currently operating
• Heritage – relaunching
• WWU – launching soon

• HS Instructors must be approved by the university
• CWU Process (due May 15)
• EWU Process (due May 1)

• Master’s Degree?
• Not Always!
• CWU – Teach STEM Masters –teach Math CiHS while in the program!

https://www.cwu.edu/academics/specialized-programs/college-high-school/information-for-instructors/instructor-application-process.php
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/specialized-programs/college-high-school/information-for-instructors/instructor-application-process.php
https://www.ewu.edu/highschool/ewu-in-the-high-school/for-high-schools/
https://www.ewu.edu/highschool/ewu-in-the-high-school/for-high-schools/
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/teach-stem/graduate-overview.php
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/teach-stem/graduate-overview.php
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/teach-stem/graduate-overview.php
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/teach-stem/graduate-overview.php


HANDOUT 4



CAN WE DO IT ALL?! 
No, but we can get close! 

• The DTA AA is 90 credits. 
• However, 30 credits must be directly earned from YVC. 

• A student cannot transfer 90 credits from CWU/EWU and get a 
degree from YVC…they MUST HAVE 30 credits from YVC. 



CTE Dual Credit 
(formerly Tech Prep)

• CTE Dual Credit are through an articulation agreement with a 
community college.
• The instructor’s CTE Endorsement fulfills the credential 

• (no master’s degree required)

• Agreements are valid for 3 years. 

• And…the credits are granted directly from YVC…

• Which means…



IMPORTANT!

• CTE Dual Credit credits are granted directly from YVC. 

• YVC CTE Dual Credit course can count towards the 30-credit 
requirement, as though they were earned directly from YVC!

• This makes CTE Dual Credit a HUGE part of the process. 



What CTE Dual Credits Count?

• The DTA AA includes a requirement for 10 elective credits.
• Any 100-level or higher course. 
• All CTE Dual Credit courses meet this. 

• For ZHS, another course has become huge:
• AGSCI 101 - Introduction to Plant Science
• Counts as a Natural Science course or as a Core Elective

• ZHS students can use 15 CTE DC credits towards the 30-credit 
requirement. 



CAUTION: Transferability of Credits

• CiHS are legally required to transfer to any public 2-year or 4-year 
in the state.
• CTE Dual Credit are only required to transfer to other 2-year 

colleges
• CTE DC credits are more limited in their usefulness. 



Intentionally Integrating All Three

• To properly combine Running Start, College in the High School, 
and CTE Dual Credit, you must be intentional.

• CTE Dual Credit agreements MUST be from the SAME 
community college that students will access Running Start 
classes AND be the institution granting the AA. 



https://www.yvcc.edu/academics/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/11/Direct-
Transfer-Degree-999A-Worksheet-AF.pdf - HANDOUT 3
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HANDOUT 5







170 College Credits Offered This School Year (Potentially increasing to 185 in 2025-2026)
 117 credits from EWU or CWU as part of CiHS
 53 credits from YVC or WWCC as part of CTE Dual Credit
 (Handout 6)

35 out of 103 classes offered at ZHS are Dual Credit

For ONLY the 2023-2024 school year, 223 different students earned 3,381credits
 At a rate of $300 per credit, ZHS students saved over $1,000,000 in tuition.
 *A 5-credit class at CWU is $1,620.50 

Overall, through Fall 2024,
 38.1% of 9th graders
 62.7% of 10th graders
 64.4% of 11th graders
 68.6% of 12th graders
 57.8% of all students at ZHS have earned college credit

Zillah High School
College in the High School & CTE Dual Credit

 



6 students will earn an AA having enrolled in 50-90% of 
ZHS courses.

11 additional ZHS students will graduate with an AA, 
having maintained more than 90% enrollment at 
ZHS. 

1 student will have earned the AA having 100% 
enrollment at ZHS!

Zillah High School
DTA AA Through YVC – June 2025 



BUT…

Do you really need the AA?



Does a DTA AA “save 2 years”?

• A DTA AA accepted at a 4-year university waives the 
undergraduate requirements for the student, allowing them to 
enter their major/minor areas of focus. 
• But…
• CWU undergraduate requirements can be fulfilled in as few 

as 55 credits!
• *2023-2024 CWU General Education Form 

• EWU is 53-65 credits.
• EWU General Education Checklist 

https://www.cwu.edu/academics/general-education/_documents/2023-2024-general-education-advising-form.pdf
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/general-education/_documents/2023-2024-general-education-advising-form.pdf
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/general-education/_documents/2023-2024-general-education-advising-form.pdf
https://www.cwu.edu/academics/general-education/_documents/2023-2024-general-education-advising-form.pdf
https://in.ewu.edu/generaleducation/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2020/04/General_Education_Checklist_April2020.pdf
https://in.ewu.edu/generaleducation/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2020/04/General_Education_Checklist_April2020.pdf










Handout 7

Highlighted 
courses are 
eligible 
through 
CWU CiHS



If you develop a pipeline 
approach to a university, 

this can save students even 
more time!



Limitations to this approach

• Gen Ed Requirements are DIFFERENT at each university.
• CWU Gen Ed requirements are NOT the same as EWU!

• DTA AA are more widely accepted, though not always, by out-of-
state public schools and private schools. 

• Whereas completion of general education (without an AA) relies 
on the transfer of credits – which may or may not meet Gen Ed at 
the other school. (MOST will, but not all).



OR…

Really change the narrative 



Transferring General Education From A Washington Public 
Baccalaureate Institution (ICAO Policy)

• Future thinking…

• Students transferring to a Washington public baccalaureate 
institution, from another WA PBI who have official 
documentation certifying completion of all the lower division 
general education requirements from the sending institution 
will be deemed to have satisfied the new university’s general 
education core requirements and university competencies and 
proficiencies.



Other Considerations

• A 5-credit CiHS course must be transcribed as a 1.0 high school 
credit. RCW 28A.230.090(6)
• Impact on Graduation Requirements at ZHS
• Individually requiring courses. 

• 0.5 credits of US History before 1877
• 0.5 credits of US History since 1877

• Graduation pathways can be met by taking CiHS courses in Math 
or ELA. 
• Math typically has placement testing requirements. 

• Test ALL students at the end of Algebra II.
• However, ELA no longer has placement testing. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28a.230.090


Myth Busting
• MYTH: Students will earn so much credit they will take too many 

free periods. 
• Once students learn the value of CiHS / CTE DC / RS they don’t slow 

down!
• After Fall 2024, with 2 semesters remaining, 47 out of 118 ZHS seniors 

have already earned 29 HS credits or more! 
• MYTH: Community Colleges will lose out

• Earning even a single college credit makes a student more likely to enroll 
in higher ed! https://all4ed.org/publication/giving-credit-where-credit-is-due/

• Not every student will earn an AA – but all will be given a start!
• Students who earn credit from one institution are more likely to attend 

that institution. https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/assessing-college-credit-programs-onramps.pdf
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Consolidated Equity & 
Sustainability Dual Credit Grant

• With SSB 5048 eliminating College in the High School fees to 
students, schools no longer need to apply for CiHS subsidies 
through the FP 154 Consolidated Equity & Sustainability (CES) 
Dual Credit grant.
• Grant funds may be used to support five priority areas: 

Professional Development and Training, CTE Dual Credit and 
Graduation Pathways, Equipment and Supplies (for small 
schools/districts), Outreach to Underrepresented Students, and 
Summer Administrative Costs.
• Opens in the fall each year in EGMS.



BONUS ROUND
What’s Coming Next?

1. Funding Gaps still exist. 
A. Community Colleges receive a 1.0 FTE for a student taking 15 credits 

(typically 3 classes)
B. If a student takes those same 3 classes through College in the High 

School, it does NOT generate a 1.0 FTE for most schools. 
(At ZHS, they would only generate 0.69 FTE).

A. HOWEVER, the state does have additional costs for CiHS students, as funding is 
sent to the partnering university – we need to keep this in mind.

B. The state did start paying all CiHS fees starting in 2023-2024 with SSB 5048.
C. Nuanced work is needed here. 



BONUS ROUND
What’s Coming Next?

2. Data-sharing agreements to improve communication would be 
incredibly helpful.

A. High school staff cannot access college transcripts. They can only be 
requested by the student. Due to FERPA.

B. Automatic sharing of transcript data would greatly improve high school 
counselors’ ability to properly advise a student.

A. Many of our students have FOUR transcripts!
B. ZHS, CWU, EWU, and YVC. 

C. The major win: Universal Digital Transcripts!
A. Lots of work around this.

D. School Links – Maybe?



How do we start?
1. Calculate your FTE by period lost vs Running Start (use handout 2)
2. Determine the DTA AA requirements for your Community College 

(handout 3 is an example from YVC).
3. Use the CiHS Equivalencies Public Baccalaureate Sector tool to 

determine how courses transfer. Develop your “local” transfer lookup 
tool (handout 4 is a ZHS example).

4. Consider eliminating courses with limited usefulness!
5. Align CTE Dual Credit with the Running Start Program most accessed 

by students.
6. Seek to increase CTE DC offerings by asking for a list of all courses 

articulated by that institution – you may be surprised!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CmRZkfai2cw0ZmUHoquZjBywxandDV28/edit?gid=1180011737


How do we start?
7. Review all CiHS programs – you can partner with more than one!
8. Review current teacher credentials vs CiHS requirements

a) A master’s is not required by all departments
b) It is OK to answer shop!

9. Apply for new courses/articulations by March to be ahead of the 
game.

10. Scale your program and advertise 
a. Earn college credits – every class is a guaranteed scholarship! (handout 6)
b. Meet Gen-Ed at CWU/EWU (handout 7)
c. Earn an AA (handout 5)

11. Ask more questions! (handouts 8 & 9)
12. Do not take the first “NO” as a final answer. Email or call me!



Ask for help!
I work for free!

Jeff.Charbonneau@zillahschools.org
School: 509-829-5565

Cell: 509-952-7316


