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Defining “Optimal Care” and “Thriving” for Elephants in AZA Care
Optimal Care
AZA elephant holding facilities will:
1. Support cooperative and sustainable management of elephants in AZA care, including advancing population sustainability by ensuring that reproductively viable elephants have opportunities to produce offspring.
2. Provide comprehensive care tailored to individual elephant needs that meets all AZA Standards for Elephant Management and Care, as well as the Animal Care Manual once published.
3. Provide safe working conditions and procedures, tools, resources, and support for elephant care staff to build teams of knowledgeable and skilled caretakers.
4. Provide material and resource support for elephant research and conservation, including advancing EEHV knowledge and case management.
5. Provide quality habitats, space, and appropriate social groups such that elephants have opportunities to express a wide variety of natural behaviors and to be engaged with their surroundings and enclosure mates.
6. Build and manage social and family groups that provide elephants with optimal opportunities to engage with other elephants.
7. Develop proactive elephant training programs that improve outcomes for husbandry and veterinary procedures and that facilitate accomplishing each of the AZA Standard Elephant Program Behavioral Components with all elephants. 
8. Provide opportunities for elephants to make choices in their day and exercise a level of control within their routines and environment.
9. Develop and practice progressive and innovative approaches to husbandry, training, enrichment, nutrition, and veterinary medicine.
10. Provide skilled preventive, routine, clinical, and emergency veterinary care to elephants.
11. Provide well-balanced and thoughtfully presented nutrition that meets the physical and behavioral needs of the elephants, including ample browse to support behavioral and dental health.
12. Provide goal-based enrichment that elicits natural elephant behaviors.
13. Routinely monitor, assess, and address elephant wellbeing.
Thriving
Elephants in AZA care will:
1. Experience quality care 24/7, 365 days a year, beyond just the times that staff is present.
2. Experience optimal health: free of illness, injury, or disease or those conditions are being effectively managed.
3. Be in good body condition and weight.
4. Experience positive physical, mental, emotional, and social wellbeing throughout all life stages.
5. Feel safe, secure, comfortable, and engaged with their surroundings.
6. Be positively engaged with their caretakers. 
7. Voluntarily participate in training that facilitates husbandry and veterinary procedures.
8. Demonstrate behavioral diversity representative of the species.
9. Display activity levels, play behaviors, enrichment interaction, and exercise that contribute to physical and mental wellbeing.
10. Demonstrate species-appropriate social behaviors with other elephants, interacting in ways that build social skills and bonds.
11. Exhibit appropriate self-maintenance behaviors such as dusting, mudding, wallowing, bathing, and swimming.
12. Be without abnormal behaviors or stereotypy or those behaviors are being effectively managed.
13. Develop resilience to successfully interact with their environments and cope with change and stressful events.
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