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Understanding  
Portability 
Methods



Potential paths 
for MFT licensure 
portability 
• Model laws
• Interstate compacts

• Other



Model Portability Law Process

Model law 
development

Strategic 
targeted 
lobbying

On-going 
adoption and 

lobbying



Compact Process

Development 
of compact 
language

Public review 

Submission 
and lobbying 
of compact 

friendly states

Enaction of 
compact; 
launch of 
compact 

commission 

Continued 
lobbying and 
expansion of 

compact

At this stage, operations for the compact shift 
to the Compact Commission. Revenues go to 

support the Compact Commission, but AAMFT 
and other MFT stakeholder groups would still 

be responsible for cost differential and 
lobbying.



Other Types of Portability Laws



Misconceptions 
about Portability



Research There is no current path to national licensure. 
It is only regulated at the state level. 

Misconception:
The result of 
portability is 
national
licensure.



Research
Multi-state licensure requires fee payment in 
all states an MFT wants to be licensed in. 
There may be a reduction in fees but that is 
highly dependent on the number of MFTs 
participating. 

Misconception:
Portability 
efforts 
result in 
lower fees.



Research
Portability makes the process of obtaining 
multi-state licensure easier however, MFTs are 
required to be aware of all laws and 
regulations in each state they are licensed in, 
pay all required fees, etc. 

Misconception:
Portability 
eases the 
burdens with 
multi-state 
licensure.



Research
Membership associations can have a key role 
in compact launches (specifically lobbying) 
however, it is not advised that membership 
associations administer compacts. 

Misconception:
Membership 
associations 
can manage 
compacts.



Research

Compacts require: 
• An oversight organization and central 

funding
• A set number of states to launch
• The exact same legal language in each state 

(no exceptions)

Misconception:
Compacts 
can be 
started at 
the various 
state levels.



Research
Compacts are more susceptible to state 
culture because the language passed must be 
identical in each state. The initial language 
must be a high enough bar that subsequent 
(more difficult) states will also pass it. 

Misconception:
Compacts 
can 
eliminate 
issues 
around 
state 
culture.



Research
In model law strategy, there may be 
differences in the portability laws from state 
to state. The goal is to ease portability 
barriers. 

Misconception:
Model law 
strategy 
means the 
same law is 
passed in 
every state.



Research
Compacts are specific to professions. They 
also can only be utilized for the terms outlined 
(for example telehealth only cannot be used 
for in-person therapy). 

Misconception:
MFTs can 
join 
compacts in 
other 
professions. 



Factors for 
Consideration











Where are 
Californian 
respondents 
interested in 
secondary licensure?



Other 
feedback of 

note

• No preference in method for portability/multi-state 
licensure

• Most desire multi-state licensure to work with 
current clients

• Desire states that share borders with current license 
• Most MFTs indicate they are at full employment; 

many working more clinical hours than they desire 
• MFTs indicate financial stressors as top challenges

• Cost of education
• Reimbursement rates



AAMFT Plan



Strategic Portability Plan 

1. Re-examine, and if necessary, update current model licensure portability law recognizing that 
adaptations to the language may occur in some states.

2. Determine approximately 10 state targets for phase one. States will be selected based on the 
following criteria:
a. Number of MFTs within the state (as well as advocacy volunteer strength).
b. Migration patterns of clients.
c. Friendliness of the legislature towards the profession.
d. Proximity to other states within targets (a strong preference was shown for multi-state 

licensure with adjoining states).
e. Level of challenges with existing laws for licensure portability/multi-state licensure.

3. Share plan with other industry stakeholders for support.
4. Begin lobbying efforts.
5. Continue to monitor the development of healthcare compacts.



How to get 
involved

• Complete form to share your story, get more 
involved, give us more information on what 
issues around portability concern you most

• Attend trainings at AAMFT's Leadership 
Symposium

• Attend portability trainings and workshops
• Make a donation to the Practice Protection 

Fund (text PPF to 53-555 or visit 
givebutter.com/PPF)
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