Biography: Dr. Maria-Elena Giner, P.E.
International Boundary and Water Commission, Commissioner

Current Position

President Joe Biden in August 2021 appointed Maria-Elena Giner to serve as the United States
Commissioner of the International Boundary and Water Commission, United States and Mexico.
Dr. Giner, the second woman and first Latina to hold the post.

Prior Experience and Education

Dr. Giner previously served as General Manager of the Border Environment Cooperation
Commission (BECC), an institution that developed environmental infrastructure along the U.S.-
Mexico border in association with the North American Development Bank. During her tenure at
the BECC, she focused on policies that addressed U.S.-Mexico cooperation on water, energy, and
climate change. Dr. Giner’s education includes a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from
Loyola Marymount University, a Master of Business Administration from the University of Texas
at El Paso, and a Ph.D. in Public Policy from the University of Texas at Austin. She is also a
registered professional engineer, first-generation college graduate, and daughter of an
immigrant. Dr. Giner is from the border region and attended Loretto Academy High School in El
Paso, Texas. She is bicultural and bilingual.

Contact Information

Telephone: (915) 832-4765
E-mail: mariaelena.giner@ibwec.gov
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