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Today 

1. State of Science Funding 

2. Federal Agency Actions

3. Regulatory Update

What you can do!



1. State of Science Funding 



FY 2026 Science Funding 



FY 2027 Science Funding 

• White House released budget request for next 

year on April 3.

• Includes funding proposals for all federal 

agencies/departments.

• Still proposes cuts to science agencies, but not 

as extreme. 

• Science priorities: AI, quantum computing, 

biotech





Annual Appropriations Process

Regular Order:
• FEB – President’s Budget Request released

• APR – Congress adopts budget resolution 

• MAY – Appropriations Committees set allocations for 12 subcommittees

• MAY-JUN – Subcommittees write and “mark up” bills

• JUN – Full Appropriations Committee considers/amends bills

• JUL – House Floor debate/vote on each bill individually

• SEP – Differences negotiated (conference committee), each chamber votes on 
compromise

• BY SEP 30 – To the President to sign/veto

• OCT 1 – New fiscal year begins



Congress Starting Work on FY 2027 Bills 



Political Context around Science Funding 

• Funding for science has mostly been a non- or even bipartisan issue in 

Congress – especially basic research agencies (NSF/NIH).

• However, long-time support for science does not always translate into budget 

increases.
• Competing priorities means that sometimes flat-funding for science agencies is 

considered a “win.”

• Congress needs to be reminded every year why federal funding for science is important.  

• Today – Extreme partisanship in Congress means that nothing is safe from 

cuts and we must work even harder to be heard. 

• Lots of issues are distracting Congress from focusing on appropriations – war, 

immigration, midterm elections. 



What you can do: FY 2027 Science Funding 



2. Federal Agency Actions 



National Science Foundation 

• SBE Directorate & FY 2027 Budget 

• National Science Board

• NSF Director

• Reorganization 



SBE Directorate & FY 2027 Budget 

• President’s budget proposes eliminating Social, Behavioral, and 

Economic Sciences Directorate (SBE) in FY 2027 (starts Oct. 1). 

• Concerns that NSF is starting now to ramp down SBE – pre-

complying with FY 2027 plans without Congressional approval



Evidence

1. SBE funding in FY 2026 significantly reduced, in violation of Congressional 

direction 

 
FY 2026 report language:

“In developing the spending plan and allocating funds, the agreement 

directs NSF to equitably distribute funding to support all basic research 

directorates within R&RA, as well as the Technology, Innovation and 

Partnerships Directorate. No directorate shall receive more than a 5 

percent reduction relative to the fiscal year 2024 enacted level.”

 Spend Plan Amounts unless noted FY2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences (Total) 290.3 1.6% 224.0 -22.8% 94.0 -58.0%

NCSES 74.1 31.1% 74.0 -0.1% 44 -40.5%
SBE - Research Only 216.2 -5.7% 150.0 -30.6% 50.0 -66.7%

*rumored



Evidence

1. SBE funding in FY 2026 significantly reduced, in violation of Congressional 

direction 

2. Number of awards made by SBE so far in 2026: 



Action Plan

1. Fight against the SBE cut in the FY 2027 appropriations bill. 

2. Mitigate damage to SBE in the meantime. 



Member Resources 

• Save SBE website

• Town Hall Meetings

• Messaging Guide 

• Share your Story form 

• Statutes and Congressional 

Directives 

• Advocacy guides 



Messages

1. FY 2027 NSF Budget request includes 55% cut to NSF.

2. Budget proposes SBE elimination, with no notice, rationale, or plan.

3. NSF may be acting now to pre-comply with the SBE closure.

• FY 2026 spending plan 

4. Ask Congressional offices to: 

a.Object to the FY 2027 proposal

b.Put pressure on NSF and OMB to reverse course



Other Agency Updates: NIH

• Money is slow getting out the door

• Multi-year funding (frontloading)

• Lack of IC leadership

AAMC NIH Funding Tracker



Other Agency Updates: Dept. of Education 

• Institute of Education Sciences (Dept. of Ed)
• Cancelled 2025 contracts and RIFs

• “Reimaging IES” report

• Need to apportion and allocate 2025 & 2026 funding 

• Interagency agreements



Other Agency Updates 

• Census Bureau
• Leadership gap; loss of 

outside expert advisory 

committees

• 15-20% loss of staff; hiring

• Ramping up to 2030 

Census; cancelled 2026 

Census tests

• Key vacancies
• NSF Director

• NIH IC Directors

• Census Bureau Director

• CDC Director 

• IES Director

• NIJ Director

• BJS Director



What you can do: SBE Issue

1. Keep talking about SBE



Key messages

• The elimination of SBE is a “whole of science” 

issue.

• Elimination threatens departments and programs 

at universities across the country.

• SBE represents only 3-4% of the NSF budget by 

funds two-thirds of social and behavioral science 

research at U.S. universities. 



What you can do: SBE Issue

1. Keep talking about SBE

2. Take action!

• Respond to COSSA Action Alerts 

• Organize action to take when Members of Congress are 

back in the state this summer:

• Attend Town Hall meetings

• Meet locally

• Invite lawmakers to campus/lab



3. Regulatory Update



OMB Proposed Rule: Federal Financial Assistance

• Public Comment deadline was July 13

• 341,699 comments received 



“Goals”

1. Improve transparency, 
accountability and oversight 
for the use of federal taxpayer 
money.

2. Clarify the status of OMB’s 
policies and requirements as 
OMB regulation. 

3. Reduce recipient burden. 

1. Codifies problematic or 
unclear EOs.

2. Centralizes OMB’s authority 
over grantmaking (i.e., 
“guidance” becomes 
“regulation”) 

3. Policy changes.

OMB’s Stated Goals What It Actually Does



OMB Proposed Rule



Building the Record

Administrative Procedures Act (1946) – governs how federal agencies 

create regulations, enforce rules, and make decisions. 

---- Rulemaking Process ----

The agency 

publishes a 

proposed rule and 

invites the public to 

submit written 

arguments, data, or 

views.

Notice & 

Comment

Agency staff read 

through all 

submitted public 

feedback. They do 

not need to respond 

to every single form 

letter or repetitive 

comment, but they 

must address all 

significant issues. 

Review & 

Synthesis
Finalized rule includes 

a written "preamble“ 

summarizing the 

main public concerns 

and explains the 

agency’s reasoning for 

accepting or rejecting 

the public's 

suggestions. 

The Final Rule

If an agency ignores 

a major comment 

or provides a 

flawed or illogical 

response, a court 

can strike down the 

rule as "arbitrary and 

capricious". 

Legal 

Enforcement



Litigation & Legislative Action 

• Real action happens after July 13. 

• Effective Date is October 1; final rule must be published before that. 

• Lawsuits likely, using public comment as evidence. 

• Congress may seek legislative “fixes.”

• Federal agencies will need to make changes to their internal policies to comply 

(conforming language). 



What you can do: OMB Rule

• Once you have submitted your comment, send a PDF to your Congressional 

delegation (House and Senate). 

• Include in your cover note any relevant local information: 

• Do you work at the local university?

• Is grant funding at risk?

• Will you experience additional administrative burden?

• Appropriators and authorizers especially need to hear from you. 





COSSA Resources

Why Social Science?

• COSSA’s monthly blog 
that aims to shares 
relatable and accessible 
information about SBS 
research with the 
public. 

Washington Update

• Biweekly newsletter 
providing members 
and the public with 
coverage of policy 
developments. 

Member Messages

• Timely updates on 
developments 
impacting SBS, analysis 
of pending legislation 
and policies, action 
alerts, and access to 
members-only 
resources and events. 

COSSA 101 Series

• A Crash Course on the 
Federal Government 

• Current Courses: What is 
a Government 
Shutdown? & What is 
Appropriations? 



Email: wnaus@cossa.org

Join COSSA: cossa.org/join

www.cossa.org

www.whysocialscience.com

Questions?

https://cossa.org/members/join/
https://cossa.org/
https://www.whysocialscience.com/
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