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Key ﬁndings: version of this poster.
Medical writing support may facilitate more timely publication of phase Ill oncology clinical trial results.

The redirection of journal and healthcare resources and focus due to the Covid-19 pandemic may have
impacted time to publication. This is also suggested by the fluctuating numlber of papers during the
pandemic years before a recovery in 2023.

| ~ Association of medical writing support with

Further research would be needed to investigate whether similar trends were observed for publication of
phase lll trials in other journals and therapy areas, as well as publications of early phase clinical trials.
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o Table 1. Characteristics of publications reporting phase Il clinical trials in oncology!
Introduction P porting p gy

With medical Without medical
e Timely reporting of clinical research is important for informing clinical practice. writing support writing support Overall
Characteristic (n=122) (n=42 (N=164)
Journal, n (%)
N Engl J Med 80 (66) 16 (38) 96 (59)

Medical writers may help authors with the timely, ethical, and accurate disclosure Lancet
of research.2:3 Publication year, n (%)
2019
2020
202]

We explored the association between medical writing support and time to 2022

publication of data from phase Il oncology trials published from 2019 to 2023 in

two high-tier general medical journals, as well as the impact of the Covid-19 Number of randomised

pandemic on publication volume. patients, median (range)

Primary endpoint met, n (%)
Yes

Methods NO 5 (4) 7 (17) 12 (7)
Partially 12 (10) 1 (1) 13 (8)

o , , _ Altmetric attention scoref, 382 218 333
We searched PubMed for phase Il clinical trials published in N Engl J Med and the median (range) (62-2077) (32-1181) (32—2077)

Lancet between January 1, 2019, and December 31, 2023. Number of citations#*s, 32] 129 260
median (range) (4-3993) (4-1521) (4-3993)

TPublished in N Engl J Med and the Lancet between January 1, 2019, and December 31, 2023.
fAltmetric attention score and the number of times cited as of March 11, 2024.

e Pa pers were subdivided into Oncology, Covid—]g—relqted, and other thera py areds. $Number of citations as reported in the Dimensions citations tab in each publication’s Altmetric attention score details page from Altmetric.com as of
March 11, 2024.

* The World Health Organization recommends submission of the main findings of a clinical
trial to a journal within 12 months of trial completion.]

During the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic, there was a substantial
decrease in the initiation of new clinical trials in cancer.4

* Therapy areq, publication date, and journal were documented for each publication.

Publications reporting oncology trials were reviewed in full to document . . -
acknowledgment of medical writing/editorial support, the data cut-off date, Figure 1. Time from reported cut-off date to publication
tumour type, number of participants randomised, outcome of the primary/key 5= P-value <0.0001 (unpaired t-test)
endpoint(s), Altmetric attention score, and number of citations. R

Characteristics of publications were summarised using descriptive statistics. 4 —

Time from trial data cut-off, or similar key dates, to publication date was compared
for publications with and without medical writing support in the overall analysis set
using an unpaired t-test (GraphPad Prism version 10.2.1 [395]).

Additional detail on the methods can be found in the mobile-friendly +
website version of this poster

and publication, years

Time between data cut-off date

Results

. epe . o . | |
We identified a total of 442 papers reporting results from phase lll clinical trials With medical writing support  Without medical writing support

published in N Engl J Med and the Lancet between January 1, 2019, and (n=121)1 (n=38)"
December 31, 2023, of which 164 (37%) reported oncology clinical trials.

Mean (SD) 307.1 (178.8) 466.0 (289.5)
days to publication

Median (95% ClI) 272.0 429.5
days to publication (247.0-300.0) (306.0-544.0)

Key characteristics of publications included in this analysis are summarised in Table 1. Range 89-1489 47-197

Additional information on the trials screened can be found in +
the mobile-friendly website version of this poster

: : : : e . : Cl, fid int ; SD, standard deviation.
Mean time to pUb“CGUOn WAas Slgnlﬁcq nt'Y Shorter for Odpers thdt dISCIOsed medICOI Blocc:clzr;\oriig?\?c:rliﬁrevfepres:nqt:tr?er meeo\llignl,oonnd whiskers represent 95% Cls. TOne paper with medical writing support and four papers without medical
writing support than those that did not (307 vs 466 days; P-value <0.0001; Figure 1).

writing support were excluded because they did not clearly report a data cut-off date.
Median time to publication for papers with medical writing support appeared Figure 2. Time from reported cut-off date to publication

stable from 2019 to 2023 (Figure 2).
( J ) Oncology papers published in N Engl J Med and the Lancet

o1
|

The number of phase lll oncology clinical trial papers published in 2023 was the
highest in the analysis period (Figure 3).

With medical writing support Without medicalwriting support
[

The total number of phase Il studies published in N Engl J Med and the Lancet
between 2019 and 2023 was lowest in 2020 (n=70) and highest in 2023 (n=110)
(Figure 3).

and publication, years

Limitations

Time between data cut-off date

: L 2019 2020 2021 2022 202 2019 2020
e The PubMed creation date was used to represent the publication date for each n=25 n=20 n=21 n=17 n=3§ n=14  n=3

paper. In addition, phase Il clinical trials were identified using the side bar filter
Black horizontal lines represent the median time to publication per calendar year. Dashed line represents the overall median time to publication for

fu nction in PubMed. papers with medical writing support. Dotted line represents the overall median time to publication for papers without medical writing support. One paper
with medical writing support and four papers without medical writing support were excluded because they did not clearly report a data cut-off date.

The analysis reports a snapshot of the Altmetric attention scores and the number

of citations for papers; both measures are known to change over time. Figure 3. Total number of phase lll clinical trial papers by therapy area over the

2019-2023 period
The primary analysis was confined to one therapy area (oncology). Another

T . . : . . . 120 — —
limitation is the focus on phase lll trials published in only two medical journals. - Other Oncology @ Covid-19

100 —
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Differences in the design of trials reported in papers with medical writing support
versus those without were not accounted for; trials reported in papers with medical
writing support may be more likely to have pharmaceutical-industry sponsorship,

, . L : , : : 60—
investigate pharmacological interventions, and have different regimen comparisons.

Publications, n

40—

20 — 42 45 39

1. World Health Organization. WHO statement on public disclosure of clinical trial 6. World Health Organization. Statement on the fifteenth meeting of the IHR (2005)
results. Apr 9, 2015. Available from: http://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2015-japan- Emergency Committee on the COVID-19 pandemic. 5 May 2023.
primary-registries-network. [Accessed Mar 19, 2024]. Available from: https://wwwwho.int/news/item/05-05-2023-statement- 0

. . . . . | | | | | | | | | |
2. American Medical Writers Association (AMWA); European Medical Writers Association on—the—ﬁfteenth—meeung—of—themtemoﬂonoI—heolthjreguIot|ons.—(2005)— , 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
(EMWA); International Society for Medical Publication Professionals (ISMPP). Medicall emergencycommittee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease~(covid-19)-pandemic

Writing. 2017:26:7-8. [Accessed Mar 19, 2024]. N=96 n=7/0 Nn=88 n=7/8 Nn=110

3. DeTora LM, et al. Ann Intern Med. 2023;176:e1.220490. All authors are employees of Prime, London, UK. Calendar year
4. Wilkinson E. Lancet Oncol. 2021:22:305. : . We.vvould like ‘Fo than the Synapse S’Fud|o and Editor teams at
Prime for their support with developing this poster. Generative Al (ChatGPT 4.0) was

The WHO declared a global pandemic on March 11, 2020.° On May 5, 2023, the WHO declared an end to the global Public Health Emergency for Covid-19.°
Covid-19, coronavirus disease 2019; WHO, World Health Organization.

5. World Health Organization. WHO Director-General’s opening remarks at the media
briefing on COVID-19 - 11 March 2020. 11 March 2020. Available from:
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/whodirector-general-s-
opening-remarks-at-the-mediabriefing-on-covid-19---TI-march-2020.

[Accessed Mar 19, 2024

used for editorial support of the introduction and conclusions, which were further
developed, reviewed, revised, edited, and updated by the authors.



http://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2015-japan-primary-registries-network
http://www.who.int/news/item/09-04-2015-japan-primary-registries-network
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2023-statement-on-the-fifteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2023-statement-on-the-fifteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2023-statement-on-the-fifteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-05-2023-statement-on-the-fifteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic

