
Civil Unrest in Your Community
Responding to Militant Antifascists and the Growing Anti-Government Movement

While we look to Minneapolis, Portland and Seattle as 
extreme examples of political “reimagined policing” 
experiments, reform is no longer the goal of many 
organized groups becoming increasingly hostile, radical, 
and criminal.
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Law Enforcement Sensitive



Policing During a Pandemic

• Community Interaction
• Public Isolation
• Shifting Police roles and 

Responsibilities
• Officer wellness and safety



Policing During Civil Unrest

• Nationwide 
Demonstrations
• Destruction and 

Looting
• Organized Protests



Death of George Floyd



June 1, 2020 Nationwide Uprising



Demands for Reform



Community Outreach

• Virtual and impersonal
• Lacked Dialogue
• Early signs of local 

organization
• New narrative of racism and 

anti-government sentiment



Voices of Vacaville

• Community leaders committed to the fight for 
Black liberation and Indigenous sovereignty



Hostile Agitation



Protest Flyers









Social Media Messaging



Black Lives Matter Movement

According to Black 
Lives Matter, the 
movement is "an 
ideological and political 
intervention in a world 
where Black lives are 
systematically and 
intentionally targeted 
for demise.



Leaderless Movements

…If the collective is advocating for 
defunding police and total abolition —
and facing direct repercussions from 
the state for doing so — while 
appointed leaders are advocating only 
for reform, the demands of the 
movement are placed on hold for the 
sake of the individual.

www.gen.medium.com



Leaderless Movements

We also knew this meant we would need 
to be intentional about how we organized 
in this next iteration of the movement. 
This became even clearer as the Black 
Lives Matter movement began to kick up, 
and people like Deray McKesson started 
to be named as leaders. As time 
progressed, we’d come to understand 
that individual leadership in a movement 
is not only unsafe but can so often 
compromise our collective liberation.

www.gen.medium.com

Deray McKesson: Founder of 
Campaign Zero, a policy platform to 
end police violence. (8Can’t Wait)

Wikipedia.org



The Black Liberation Movement
The Black Liberation Movement has reawakened. 
Militant activists are fighting against police terror, for 
jobs and a livable wage, for housing for the homeless, 
against environmental racism, for quality education, for 
human rights for our LGBT brothers and sisters, and 
more. This manifesto is a contribution toward uniting 
our diverse forces into one mighty movement for Black 
liberation and the transformation of the entire society. 

Freedom Manifesto:
A Draft Manifesto to Rebuild the Black Liberation Movement August 2016 



Symbols





FBI Extremist Categories

• Anarchist Extremists
• What They Believe: Anarchist extremists believe that society should have 

no government, laws, or police, and they are loosely organized, with no 
central leadership. Violent anarchist extremists believe that such a society 
can only be created through force.

• Who or What They Target: Violent anarchist extremists usually target 
symbols of capitalism they believe to be the cause of all problems in 
society—such as large corporations, government organizations, and police 
agencies. They damage property, cause riots, and set off firebombs. In 
some cases, they have injured police officers.
•



Domestic Terrorism 
Definitions

• Department of Homeland Security
• Federal Bureau of Investigation



FBI Definition of Domestic Terrorism

Domestic Terrorism for the FBI’s purposes is referenced in U.S. Code at 18 
U.S.C. 2331(5), and is defined as activities: 
• Involving acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal 

laws of the United States or of any State; 
Appearing to be intended to: 
• Intimidate or coerce a civilian population;
• Influence the policy of government by intimidation or coercion; or
• Affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination or 

kidnapping; 



DHS Definition of Domestic Terrorism

DHS looks to the Homeland Security Act definition of terrorism, 6 U.S.C. 101(18), 
which defines terrorism as any activity that: 
Involves an act that:
• Is dangerous to human life or potentially destructive of critical infrastructure 

or key resources; and
• Is a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any State or other 

subdivision of the United States; and 
Appears to be intended: 
• To intimidate or coerce a civilian population;
• To influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or
• To affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or 

kidnapping.



Congressional Research
Antifa and Federal Classification: June 9, 2020

The U.S. antifa movement appears to be 
decentralized, consisting of independent, 
radical, like-minded groups and 
individuals. Its tenets can echo the 
principles of anarchism, socialism, and 
communism. Members do not necessarily 
adhere to just the tenants of these 
philosophies, however. 

https://crsreports.congress.gov



Congressional Research
Antifa Background: March 1, 2018

It appears the contemporary movement 
may be growing as antifa groups recruit 
followers on fears that fascism is making 
new inroads in the United States. Such 
expansion and the rising number of run-
ins between antifa supporters and their 
opponents at public rallies raise the 
public profile of antifascism in the 
United States. 

https://crsreports.congress.gov



The Terrorist Threat to the Homeland

Ideologically motivated lone 
offenders and small groups pose 
the most likely terrorist threat to 
the Homeland, with Domestic 
Violent Extremists presenting 
the most persistent and lethal 
threat. 



Violent Extremism in the United States
Some U.S.-based violent extremists have 
capitalized on increased social and 
political tensions in 2020, which will 
drive an elevated threat environment at 
least through early 2021. 

Violent extremists will continue to target 
individuals or institutions that represent 
symbols of their grievances, as well as 
grievances based on political affiliation 
or perceived policy positions.



Homeland Security Threat Assessment

Domestic Violent Extremist (DVE): 
• An individual based and operating primarily within the United States or 

its territories without direction or inspiration from a foreign terrorist 
group or other foreign power who seeks to further political or social 
goals wholly or in part through unlawful acts of force or violence. 

• The mere advocacy of political or social positions, political activism, use 
of strong rhetoric, or generalized philosophic embrace of violent tactics 
may not constitute extremism, and may be constitutionally protected. 



Violent Extremism and COVID-19 Pandemic

• The domestic situation surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic creates 
an environment that could accelerate some individuals’ mobilization 
to targeted violence or radicalization to terrorism. 

• Social distancing may lead to social isolation, which is associated with 
depression, increased anxiety, and social alienation. Similarly, work 
disruptions, including unexpected unemployment and layoffs, can 
also increase risk factors associated with radicalization to violence 
and willingness to engage in acts of targeted violence. 



DHS - Domestic Violent Extremists Categories

Racially and Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremists
• specifically white supremacist extremists (WSEs)—will remain the 

most persistent and lethal threat in the Homeland. 
• Spikes in other DVE threats probably will depend on

political or social issues that often mobilize other ideological actors to 
violence, such as immigration, environmental, and police-related 
policy issues. 



DHS - Domestic Violent Extremists Categories

Anti-Government/Anti-Authority Violent Extremists
• Are sometimes influenced by anarchist ideology, have been 

associated with multiple plots and attacks, which included a 
significant uptick in violence against law enforcement and 
government symbols in 2020. 
• Are likely to be emboldened by a perceived success exploiting 

otherwise peaceful protest movements and concealing violent tactics. 
These violent extremists are increasingly taking advantage of large 
protest crowds to conduct violence against government officials, 
facilities, and counter-protestors. 



FBI Intelligence

Elevated but non-
specific threat 
potential during 
the week of the 
Inauguration

January 13, 2021



Black Block Tactics



January 17 Attack at Vacaville PD



January 17 Attack at Vacaville PD



January 17 Attack at Vacaville PD



January 17 Attack at Vacaville PD



January 20, 2021
Inauguration Day









Militant Ideology

We are not a social
justice reform group. 
What we want is the 
proletariat to revolt…
#AbolishAmerikkka



Destabilizing Tactics



Weaponizing the Narrative

…Call them what they are, 
murderers, liars, and fascist 
white supremacists



Self-Proclaimed Antifa

A leaderless group of 
organizers who are anti 
fascism, anti racism, 
and pro human rights.









Political Pressure



American Antifa - Militant Antifascism

Antifa can best be understood as activists 
who organize direct, confrontational 
opposition to fascism out of a distinct 
ideological and/or emotional response. 
The dynamics of militant antifascism are 
therefore driven by a series of ideological, 
emotional, and cultural processes that 
explain both movement formation and 
tactical preferences.



American Antifa – Tactics and Culture

• Militant antifascists are focused on opposing the movement activities 
of fascists rather than on working to develop state policies that 
address such movements. 
• Their strategies and tactics are singularly focused on subverting the 

activity of fascists in any form. As such they are at best skeptical of 
state intervention, and more often outright hostile to it. 
• Unlike most social movements, even other radical ones, militant 

antifascists “do not rely on cops or courts” and “go where they go” in 
their resistance to fascists.



Radical Social Movement Organizations

• The ideology of moderate SMOs is based on enacting reforms to the 
existing economic, political, and/or social system. As a result, they will 
engage in non-violent, legal action. 
• On the other hand, RSMOs have an agenda that emphasizes structural 

change. Rather than relying on existing structures, RSMOs seek to form 
solidarity networks and rely on building global consciousness and 
connections to replace structures that they see as fundamentally 
flawed. 
• As such, RSMOs are critical of, if not outright hostile to, the state and 

the use of state power to resolve contentious issues. (Fitzgerald and 
Rodgers 2000, 584)









Defund the Police

• Reform
• Reimagine
• Restructure
• Replace

Reasonable

Radical



Militant Antifascist Agenda - Abolition

Anti-Government Impact:
• Defunding political pressure
• Destabilizing policing authority
• Dismantling community trust
• Demoralizing our staff
• Demonizing our profession
• Dehumanizing public service
• Diminishing our leadership as chief executives



Civil Unrest in Your Community
Responding to Militant Antifascists and the Growing Anti-
Government Movement

Questions


