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Question and Answers

Question
Just to be clear, there will only be 2 fellows in total this year? 1 state and 1 Congressional?
Answer
Yes that is correct! One state placement and one congressional. There will also be second-year state fellows in the cohort.

Question
Can we apply to more than one state for the state agency placement?
Answer
No, you can only submit your application for one state, as they submit a statement of support on your behalf.

Question
Has it been revealed where the 1 state fellowship is located?
Answer
Applicants apply with a statement of support from a State Agency. The state is then determined based on who is the strongest applicant and is offered the fellowship.

Question
Will a state already having a fellow influence what state you select?
Answer
We do not explicitly exclude the possibility of having two fellows in the same state. Fellows are selected based on the quality of their applications, and no information about the placement is included in those scores.  However, SRCD does consider the diversity of states in a fellowship cohort, so the presence of another fellow in the same state may factor into consideration, especially if there are two applications of equal or similar quality,  This means that if two applicants are tied or within the margin of error for a role, and one is applying to a state where we already have a fellow, the applicant proposing a new state might be prioritized for the fellowship.

It’s also worth noting that just because a state has a first year fellow, it is not guaranteed that they will have a fellow the following year. Although it is most common for fellows to stay for a second year, there are situations where that does not happen.

Question
Is this open to early career scholars? such as assistant professors?
Answer
Yes, SRCD encourages individuals at any point in their careers to apply for a fellowship.

Question
Which state already has a fellow?
Answer
CO, MD, CA, NH, WI, and NY. Our NY state fellow is currently in her  2nd year.

Question
When you reach out to state, do you have to have a research project in mind?
Answer
No - you can learn more about what's expected of the state placement agencies here: https://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/2025-11/SRCD%20State%20Fellowship%20Flyer%202026-2027%20final.pdf

Question
I received an email that my state was interested in hosting a state fellow. Are those emails automated by who is in the existing system or does it reflect current interest?
Answer
It reflects current interest.

Question
Can you apply as a state and congressional fellow or only one or the other?
Answer
You can apply to both. There is an option within the application to select both placements.

Question
Are international graduate students eligible if they complete their PhD before Sep 2026?
Answer
Yes! The Congressional placement does require U.S. citizenship. State fellowships may not have that requirement but you must get confirmation from the potential placement office. More eligibility criteria here: https://www.srcd.org/srcd-us-policy-fellowship-program/policy-fellowship-how-apply

Question
Can a state agency have more than one applicant? For example, if the state agency I reach out to already had someone reach out to them, can the agency write a letter of support for both applicants or would that state agency no longer be an option for me if they already committed to writting a support letter to another applicant
Answer
This is determined by the state. Some states only like to put forth one statement of support, however, some states put forth multiple statements of support.

Question
I need to contact a state agency office before I apply, am I correct? Can I apply to any state or only in the state I live now?
Answer
Yes and you are free to apply to any state (or DC)!

Question
If our research in our program is on adolescents - young adulthood, it sounds like this is not a good research fit/match for the fellowship?
Answer
State and Congressional applicants must have experience in early childhood development (ages birth through 8). Candidates may have conducted research or worked in practice with young children themselves or focused on the families of young children or systems that touch young children such as health systems, child welfare, childcare, and programs that touch low-income families.

Question
Are backgrounds in child neuroscience welcome, OR do we need to tie that expience to more applied science?
Answer
Those with child neuroscience backgrounds are welcome!

Question
Who serves as the mentor throughout the program? Is it just your supervisor at the state agency, or is there also professional development offered from SRCD?
Answer
There is regular PD provided by SRCD - including Jen as the fellowship supervisor and through monthly seminars with experts.

Question
Can we submit an application for the state placement and to the congressional placement?
Answer
Yes

Question
Outside of the agency letter of support, are letters of recommendation or references required?
Answer
You will need to ask for three references to complete a short survey about your skills, abilities, and experiences.

Question
For the job history section of the application, what exactly are you looking for? I entered my PhD program directly from my undergrad so I don’t have formal work experience beyond internships and research experience during my graduate program. Do those things count?
Answer
Internships and research experience absolutely count as work experience to include in the job history section of the application

Question
Something I noticed about the application is that recommenders will be asked to answer a series of questions, this appears different from other AAAS partner applications. Will recommenders not be asked to submit letters? What will this process look like for our recommenders?
Answer
We have recommendations submitted through a survey rather than letters.

Question
Does the written statement have to address all of the questions listed?
This question has been answered live
Answer
Applicants should address the questions and topics in the application, with an eye toward the skills that we are looking for. Having said that, you can organize those answer however you want. You do not need to organize your personal statement question-by-question.

Question
If you do have connections in a congressional office, could there be oppurtunities to potentially work with that office if they don't initially express interest in accepting a fellow?
Answer
We have not reached out to any congressional offices to see if there is interest, only state offices.  The process of finding a congressional placement is pretty flexible, so you could likely find a way to connect with an office where you have a connection. The details are up to AAAS.

Question
Is it still possible to stay on for a second year for the congressional or state placement?
Answer
The congressional placement is a single year only. The state placements are designed to be 2 years -- assuming all parties (fellow, placement office, SRCD0 are interested in a second year. All placements are subject to the availability of funding.

Question
Have any congressional fellows ended up staying on the hill after the fellowship?
Answer
Yes. A few fellows have stayed on -- including last year's congressional fellows

Question
What is AAAS?
Answer
https://www.aaas.org/
