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Texas Land Application Permits 
(TLAP)

• Discharges adjacent to waters in the state (commonly referred to as 
land application) are regulated under the TLAP program

• TLAP permits are developed to ensure groundwater protection and 
to prevent discharges to surface water in the state
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TLAP Permitting Authority
• Texas Water Code (TWC) § 26.121- Authorizes the TCEQ to 

adopt rules and procedures pertaining to permits to control 
discharges of waste into or adjacent to water in the state 

• TWC § 26.027- Authorizes the TCEQ to issue permits and 
amendments to permits for the discharge of waste or pollutants 
into or adjacent to water in the state 
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TYPES OF DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

Surface Irrigation

Guidance: 30 
TAC Chapter 

309

Subsurface 
Irrigation

Guidance: 30 
TAC Chapter 

309

Guidance: 30 
TAC Chapter 

285 

Prohibited in 
Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone

Subsurface Area 
Drip Dispersal 

System (SADDS)

30 TAC Chapter 
222

Design Criteria: 
30 TAC Chapter 

222

Prohibited in 
Edwards Aquifer 
Recharge Zone

Total Evaporation

Guidance: 30 
TAC Chapter 

309
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INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER APPLICATION

FORM: 10411-Administrative Report 
FORM:  10055-Technical Report 
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TYPES OF APPLICATIONS

New*

Brand new 
facility

Expired 
permits re-

apply as new 
facilities

Renewal*

Continue an 
existing 

authorization

Amendment*
Major Amendment- 

substantially change 
or relax the permit

Minor Amendment- 
change permit without 

relaxing the permit
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APPLICATION FEES
EPA Classification New Major Amend. 

(with or without 
renewal)

Renewal (with or 
without 
changes)

Minor Amend./Minor 
Mod. (without 
renewal)

Minor facility not subject 
to EPA categorical 
effluent guidelines
(40 CFR Parts 400-471)

$350 $350 $315 $150
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NOTICE REQUIREMENTS
• NORI – Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain 

Water Quality Permit 

• NAPD – Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision for Land 
Application Permit for Industrial Wastewater
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TECHNICAL REPORT – Form No. 10055
• Technical Report 1.0

     Sections 1-13; except
      Section 9 – Not Required
      Section 12 – Not Required

• Worksheets 1.0 and 2.0 – Not Required

• Worksheet 3.0

• Worksheet 3.1 – Surface Land Application

• Worksheet 3.2 – Subsurface Irrigation  

                              (NON-DRIP)

• Worksheet 3.3 – SUBSURFACE AREA  

               DRIP DISPERSAL SYSTEMS

• Worksheets 4.0 & 4.1 – Not Required

• Worksheet 5.0 – Maybe

• Worksheets 6.0 – 12.0 – Not Required
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Technical Report 1.0 – Section 4
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INDUSTRIAL WORKSHEET 3.0

Section 1. Type of Disposal System
Section 2. Land Application Site(s)
Section 3. Annual Cropping Plan
Section 4. Well and Map Information
Section 5. Soil Map and Soil      

   Analysis
Section 6. Effluent Monitoring Data
Section 7. Pollutant Analysis
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ANALYTICAL DATA REQUIREMENTS
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INDUSTRIAL WORKSHEET 3.1
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SOURCES
• 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Section 309.20 – Land 

Application of Sewage Effluent
• Texas Water Development Board
• https://www.waterdatafortexas.org/lake-evaporation-rainfall 
• Mean Crop Consumptive Use and Free-Water Evaporation for 

Texas by John Borrelli; Clifford B. Fedler; and James M. Gregory 
(Borrelli)

• Bulletin 6019
• Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
• USDA: Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds – TR-55
• 30 TAC 309.20 – Table 3 – Soil Conductivity

https://www.waterdatafortexas.org/lake-evaporation-rainfall
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Salt Tolerance of Various Crop Plants
30 TAC 309.20 – Table 3
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TLAP GROUNDWATER REVIEW
• Groundwater review performed in Water Quality Assessment 

Section:
• Geologists and Agronomists

• Purpose of the groundwater review is to ensure that a TLAP will 
prevent any discharge of pollutants to groundwater or connected 
surface water.
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Groundwater Review
Staff review site conditions as presented in permit application and 
from other public sources to make recommendations to permit writer 
for site-specific special provisions to include in the TLAP.
• Geologists review information on groundwater, site geology, water 

wells and other recharge features, and wastewater pond liners.
• Agronomists review information on soils and crops, hydraulic and 

nutrient wastewater application rates, and effluent and soil 
chemistry.
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WATER BALANCE CALCULATION TABLE



19

STORAGE VOLUME CALCULATION TABLE
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Wastewater Permitting Process Flow
Permit 

Application

Issued 
Permit

Contested 
Case Hearing 
and/or  
Commissioners 
Agenda

Draft 
Permit

Applications Team

Water Quality 
Assessment

Permit 
Coordinator

Chief Clerk’s 
Office

NORI
NAPD

Public 
Comments

Permittee’s 
Review/Acceptance



ACTIVE IND TLAP PERMITS IN TEXAS
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Thank you
Mónica Vallin-Báez 

(512) 239-5784
monica.baez@tceq.texas.gov

mailto:monica.baez@tceq.texas.gov
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