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Welcome to the British Library!

The History of the current main building at St Pancras
History of Round Room of the British Museum
Physical Buildings and Architecture
Legal Deposit Library for the UK and Ireland
The Knowledge Quarter
British Library with a focus on Intellectual Property, Scientific and Business 
Innovations
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Background to the British Library

• National Library of the UK
• Established in 1972
• Over 150 million items held
• Services include:

• Reading Room Services
• Document Supply
• Imaging Services

• New building in St Pancras opened 
in 1997
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Road to the Business & IP Centre

• 1852: Creation of Patent Office Library
• 1973: Formation of British Library
• 1997-1999:  Opening of British Library 

St Pancras building.
• 2002/3 :  BL Chief Executive visit to 

New York Science Industry & Business 
Library (SIBL)

• 2005:  London Development Agency 
gives £1 million to help BL create 
Business & IP Centre

• March 2006:  Business & IP Centre 
opens

• April 2012: Launch of Innovating for 
Growth
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The British Library is for everyone who wants to do research – entrepreneurs, academics, 
commercial, creatives or personal



Hand over to:
Jeremy O’Hare - Intellectual 
Property Expert
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History of the Business & IP Centre

1852 - Creation of the Patent Office Library 

1973 - Creation of British Library 

1982  - Business information collection

2006 - Opening of Business & IP Centre
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The British Library & Patents

• We are the national patent library
• We have a comprehensive collection of 

British & foreign patent documentation
• Our current physical collection is 

diminishing.
• Interest in our historic collection remains 

high
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Patent Application Trends

• Last 20 years have seen steep decline in applications with the IPO. The drop 
has stabilised in the last 10 years, with signs of a small upturn in 2020.

• The curves for publications and grants are lower than that for applications
• Smaller portfolio applicants have halved since 2000 – (those with 1-10 

applications).

This means that those who are applying are more serious 
about seeing it through - so therefore will be looker at a 
more rigorous search and feasibility early on.
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Industries with highest applications

• Civil Engineering
• Computer Technology
• Transport
• Telecommunications have dropped.

Source UK Intellectual Property Office.
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Trends the Business & IP Centre are seeing

• A drop in demand for patent searching*
• A high interest in Intellectual Property protection.
• A look at alternatives to patenting.
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Trends in technology – The top 10*
1 MEDICINE

Microneedles for Painless Injections and Tests
Fewer trips to medical labs make care more accessible

2 CHEMICAL ENGINEERING
Sun-Powered Chemistry

Visible light can drive processes that convert carbon dioxide into common 
materials

3 HEALTH CARE
Virtual Patients

Replacing humans with simulations could make clinical trials faster and safer
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Trends in technology – The top 10*

4 COMPUTING 
Spatial Computing 

The next big thing beyond virtual and augmented reality.

5 MEDICINE
Digital Medicine

Apps that diagnose and even treat what ails 

6 ELECTRIC AVIATION 
Enabling air travel to decarbonize
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7 INFRASTRUCTURE
Lower-Carbon Cement

Construction material that combats climate change

8 COMPUTING
Quantum Sensing

High-precision metrology based on the peculiarities of the subatomic realm

9 ENERGY
Green Hydrogen

Zero-carbon energy to supplement wind and solar

Trends in technology – The top 10*
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10. SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY
Whole-genome Synthesis

Trends in technology – The top 10*

*Source: Scientific American. Dec2020, Vol. 323 Issue 6, p34-45 

Image by Konstantin Kolosov from Pixabay on a CC licence

https://pixabay.com/users/kkolosov-2105326/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2030265
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2030265
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Patlib Network & EPO
They are often referred to as "PATLIB centres", standing for PATent LIBrary. 
However, not all PATLIB centres are actually libraries.
There are over 300 patent information centres spread regionally across the 
EPO's member states.
PATLIB centres provide local access to patent information and related issues. 
They are familiar with the local industrial, economic and business landscape, and 
provide valuable services to entrepreneurs, SMEs, private inventors and 
students.
Many PATLIB centre employees are experienced patent search experts. They 
may also offer other patent information services. These can include technology 
and competitor watches, patent statistics, patent valuation/audits, advice on 
patent strategy, guidance on commercialisation/technology transfer.
PATLIB centres can also provide practical assistance on other intellectual 
property rights.
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Programmes: Innovating for Growth
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Innovating for Growth: Case Studies
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Programmes: Erasmus



Back to Seema…



Photos of the Main Entrance



Entrance Hall & Knowledge Centre
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Architect                 Librarian

First Librarian of the British Library -
Anthony Panizzi.
By Elliott &amp; Fry. - [1], CC BY 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=33241543

British Library architect Colin St John

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33241543
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Founders
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Library as spaces



Renaissance to Industrial Revolution



Treasure’s Gallery – Free without a Pass
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The King’s Library



Events & Talks – What’s Going On…
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Reader Registration and Visitor Process



Digital Collections



Special Digital Collections



Physical Reading Rooms by Subject
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Science Collection 

Helen’s research takes her through the rich 
collection of correspondence, notes, papers 
and notebooks that are part of the British 
Library’s scientific archives.

She is contributing to the processing and 
cataloguing of born-digital material (material 
on floppy disks and hard drives) contained 
within the archive.

Working with Undercurrent Theatre, she has 
scripted and performed a reading of letters 
from three major evolutionary scientists 
whose archives are held at the British 
Library. She has also given a popular 
lunchtime talk and writes for the 
Library’s Science and Untold Lives blogs.

https://blogs.bl.uk/science/
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives
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Science Reading Rooms & Events 
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Science Technology & Medicine Resources 
– Physical & Digital
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Resources – Readers Remote Access



43bl.uk

Engineering - Technical and Innovative

• British Standards and how they 
define IT service standards are asked 
about

• Building standards and questions 
around structural material we get 
asked about . We also have the up to 
date building regulations that get 
used

• Engineering data sheets get used 
quite a lot – you get an idea of the 
scope of the resource from the 
catalogue record.

• Popular Title: ESDU engineering 
sciences data. 
Contributor: Engineering Sciences 
Data Unit.;Royal Aeronautical Society.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fexplore.bl.uk%2Fprimo_library%2Flibweb%2Faction%2Fsearch.do%3Fvl(freeText0)%3DEngineering%2BSciences%2BData%2BUnit.%26vl(2084770704UI0)%3Dcreator%26vl(2084770705UI1)%3Dall_items%26fn%3Dsearch%26tab%3Dlocal_tab%26mode%3DBasic%26vid%3DBLVU1%26scp.scps%3Dscope%253a(BLCONTENT)%26ct%3DlateralLinking&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf95480fd32eb453811d308da3745e1e0%7C21a44cb7f9c34f009afabd1e8e88bcd9%7C0%7C0%7C637883070516389901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tet90uDRwlEEVAgnqjrQ3%2FF4%2BmYq4I1a7lQ1xFqQqyE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fexplore.bl.uk%2Fprimo_library%2Flibweb%2Faction%2Fsearch.do%3Fvl(freeText0)%3DRoyal%2BAeronautical%2BSociety.%26vl(2084770704UI0)%3Dcreator%26vl(2084770705UI1)%3Dall_items%26fn%3Dsearch%26tab%3Dlocal_tab%26mode%3DBasic%26vid%3DBLVU1%26scp.scps%3Dscope%253a(BLCONTENT)%26ct%3DlateralLinking&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf95480fd32eb453811d308da3745e1e0%7C21a44cb7f9c34f009afabd1e8e88bcd9%7C0%7C0%7C637883070516389901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vgRbd%2B1U4brGTP%2FhJQjHxQmQfUNRcfgjs6H8bSlNcW8%3D&reserved=0
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Examples of Queries 
• Do you have copies of any versions of ASTM D1857 (measurement of ash fusion temperature)?
• I am trying to access some Elektrische Bahnen articles. (Electrified rails) The reading room 

request service states that this is not possible as they are available at the Science open access 
shelves.

• Do you hold all parts of BS12913 please? This is a British Standard dealing with acoustics _ 
soundscapes.

• Availability of IEE Proceedings. Radar, Sonar and Navigation 146(5) pp 243-250, October 1999 
at The British Library.

• Availability of FEM (European Materials Handling Federation / Fédération Européenne de la 
Manutention) standards 4.001f, 4.001k and 4.001m.

• Hello, I am looking for the below 3 items: Jakobsson, B. and Floberg, L. (1957) The Finite 
Journal Bearing, Considering Vaporization, Trans. Chalmers Univ. Tech., Goteborg, 190 Olsson, 
K. (1965) Cavitation in Dynamically Loaded Bearings, Trans. Chalmers Univ. Tech., Goteborg, 
308 Elrod, H.G., Adams, M.L. (1974) A computer program for cavitation and starvation problems, 
Proceedings of 1st Leeds-Lyon Symposium on Tribology, Leeds, UK Are you please able to 
confirm whether you hold them/cost for retrieval and if you would be able to send copies over by 
today?



Special British Library Digital Initiatives
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Alan Turing Institute in The British Library



STEM & Data Science – Alan Turing & Enigma 
Code



Boston Spa – Document Supply & Future



Formats – Web Archive, Sound Archive, News, 
Maps, Electoral Registers, Patents etc



Sound Archive



Newsroom
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Business & IP Centre



Business & IP Centre 
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Business & IP Centre
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Creativity and Innovations – Science Collection

“I had no background in food and drink, so I spent six 
months in the Library researching the market and 
developing the business plan, including using the science 
collection to find out about the health-giving  properties of 
pomegranates and how they could be processed to make 
juice.” 

Adam Pritchard
Founder & MD, Pomegreat

Pomegreat now has a 75% share of the market by value 
and two million litres of the juice is sold each month.
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CreativeTech and Engineering



Living Knowledge 
Network



British Library – Happy Staff & Job Titles



St Pancras 
Transformed 
& Community 



International Projects
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Anti-Racism Project and 
Race Equality Plan



SLA President Elect 2022-2024
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SLA Europe Career Stories @ The British 
Library
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Seema Rampersad 
Jeremy O’Hare

British Library –
seema.rampersad@bl.uk
jeremy.ohare@bl.uk
https://www.bl.uk/business-and-ip-centre

SLA & SLA Europe – seemarampersad@hotmail.com
https://sla-europe.org/

mailto:seema.rampersad@bl.uk
mailto:jeremy.ohare@bl.uk
https://www.bl.uk/business-and-ip-centre
mailto:seemarampersad@hotmail.com
https://sla-europe.org/



