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Animal Welfare Assessment Form: Terrestrial Invertebrates
Animal(s) Assessed (Latin names or house names):      
Date of Assessment:      
Assessors:      
Animal Welfare refers to an animal’s collective physical, mental, and emotional states over a period of time, and is measured on a continuum from good to poor (AZA). This form combines both “input” questions (i.e., what we offer the animals), as well as “output” questions (i.e., how the animals respond); the goal of this form is to identify opportunities to promote optimal animal welfare so that colonies thrive. 

Instructions: Assessors should use an evidence-based approach to discuss and reach a consensus for answering each question (Y= Yes/Always; S= Sometimes/Somewhat; N= No/Never; NA= Not Applicable). Please note that some questions may not apply to all species or individuals; other parameters may be considered and should be commented on in pertinent sections of the form.

	Opportunity for a Well-Balanced Diet
	Y       S     N     NA

	There is evidence that animals are eating
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments/ concerns about Nutrition:      

	Opportunity to Self-Maintain
	Y       S     N     NA

	The climate is kept with the correct parameters for the species 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Animals show evidence of being able to adjust their micro-environment (e.g. towards/away from light, moisture, substrates, etc.)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments/ concerns about Environment:      

	Opportunity for Optimal Health
	Y       S     N     NA

	There are expected ratios of life stages present (evidence of eggs, juveniles, adults)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Animals progress through life stages (e.g. egg to pupa to adult) successfully
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	There is evidence of reproductive activity (e.g. ovipositions)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Reproductive goals for this species are being met consistently
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	This species’ nymphs/larvae have not experienced significant developmental issues (e.g. molting problems, outside expected bounds) since the last assessment (“Y” if no problems)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Adults are meeting longevity expectations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mortality rates for each life stage are appropriate 
	N/A

	There have not been any unexplained mass mortality events since the last assessment (“Y” if no problems)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Pests/parasites are absent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments/ concerns about Health:      


	Comments from vet:      
	

	Opportunity to Express Species-Specific Behavior
	Y       S     N     NA

	Animals use enclosure elements appropriately (e.g. substrate, horizontal and vertical space, hides)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 
    FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments/ concerns about Behavior:      


OPTIONAL QUESTIONS

If this is a group assessment, should any animal be assessed individually/ is there anything this form did not capture that the Coordinator of Animal Welfare and Behavioral Husbandry should be aware of?

     
What are you most proud of regarding animal welfare for this animal?

     
What are you most concerned about regarding animal welfare for this animal?

     
What could help promote optimal animal welfare for this animal (e.g. resources, training)?

     
Identify 3 action items to enhance animal welfare for this animal; these may pertain to animal management, habitat features, scheduling, diet, enrichment, training, human-animal relationship, research, or other aspects of care:

     
