


Agenda

1. Intro and Welcome – 5 min

2. Capstone Project Overview

3. Interview – 20 min

4. Instructional Best Practices - 20 min

5. Resources – 5 min

6. Be a Teacher Day

7. Q & A – 10 min



Capstone Project 
Overview



Interview with 
Shawna Wilson, CFCS



Enter in the Chat

What do we want students to do with their 

learning once they leave our classrooms?



Instructional Best Practices

1. Project-Based Learning
2. Student Voice and Choice
3. Experiential Learning
4. Inquiry-Based Learning
5. Community-Connected Learning
6. Reflection as a Learning Tool
7. Authentic/Performance-Based 

Assessment



Project-Based Learning (PBL)

What Is It?
A student-centered approach in which learners investigate and respond to an authentic 
problem, challenge, or question over an extended period of time.

What Research Says?
• PBL improves academic achievement, critical thinking, and student engagement.
• Students demonstrate stronger conceptual understanding and application of 

knowledge in a PBL environment.

Research Article

https://educationnorthwest.org/insights/using-project-based-blended-learning-engage-career-and-technical-education-students


Project-Based Learning (PBL)

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students complete an extended, authentic project in 

which they created a product for an authentic audience.
• Student learning is organized around a meaningful 

challenge rather than isolated lessons.

How have you used PBL in your 
classroom? How did that look in 
your program?

Enter in 
the Chat







Where Else Can You Find PBL in CTE?

Foundations of Financial Literacy © 2028
• Financial decision-making
• Planning and goal achievement

Housing and Interior Design © 2027
• Design challenges
• Client-based projects



Student Voice & Choice

What Is It?
Students have meaningful opportunities to make decisions about their learning, products, 
processes, and project direction.

What Research Says?
• Student voice is linked to increased engagement, agency, attendance, and 

achievement.
• Classrooms that actively seek student input report stronger student ownership of 

learning.

Research Article

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10833-024-09513-0.pdf


Student Voice & Choice

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students select project topics, products, or approaches.
• Learners make decisions about how to demonstrate mastery.
• Students contribute ideas that shape project outcomes.

How have you used Student Voice & Choice in your classroom? 
How did that look in your program?

Enter in 
the Chat



Where Else Can You Find Student Voice & Choice in CTE?

Exploring Life and Career © 2028
• Personal interests, Career pathways
• Individual decision-making

Interpersonal Relationships © 2027
• Personal values
• Individual perspectives



Experiential Learning

What Is It?
Learning through direct experience followed by reflection and application.

What Research Says?
• David A. Kolb’s Experiential Learning Theory demonstrates that students learn most 

effectively when they cycle through experience, reflection, conceptualization, and 
application.

• Experiential learning improves retention, transfer of learning, and workplace 
readiness.

Research Article

https://www.simplypsychology.org/learning-kolb.html


Experiential Learning

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students learn by performing authentic tasks.
• Learners engage in hands-on application.
• Technical skills are practiced in realistic contexts.

How have you used Experiential 
Learning in your classroom? 
How did that look in your program?
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the Chat



Where Else Can You Find Experiential Learning in CTE?

Working with Young Children © 2028
• Observation
• Child-centered learning

Teaching © 2024
• Classroom immersion
• Professional practice



Inquiry-Based Learning

What Is It?
A student-centered approach in which learning begins with questions, investigation, and 
discovery rather than direct instruction alone.

What Research Says?
• Inquiry-based learning improves critical thinking and deeper conceptual 

understanding.
• Students become more engaged when they investigate authentic questions and 

construct their own understanding.

Research Article



Inquiry-Based Learning

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students investigate community issues and identify areas of need.
• Learners gather information, conduct research, and analyze evidence before 

proposing solutions.
• The project encourages students to seek answers and explore possibilities rather than 

simply follow prescribed steps.

How have you used Inquiry-Based Learning in your classroom? 
How did that look in your program?
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Where Else Can You Find Inquiry-Based Learning in CTE?

Nutrition and Wellness for Life © 2023
• Health research
• Wellness decision making

Child Development © 2028
• Observation and analysis
• Investigating developmental factors



Community-Connected Learning

What Is It?
An instructional approach that connects classroom learning to real people, organizations, 
businesses, and community issues.

What Research Says?
• Community-connected learning increases student engagement and relevance.
• Partnerships with community stakeholders help students develop career awareness, 

civic responsibility, and professional skills.



Community-Connected Learning

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students collaborate with community members 

and stakeholders.
• Learning experiences are grounded in authentic 

local needs and challenges.
• Community partners serve as resources, mentors, 

and authentic audiences for student work.

How have you used Community-Connected Learning in your 
classroom? How did that look in your program?
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Where Else Can You Find Community-Connected Learning in CTE?

Counseling and Mental Health Services © 2026
• Community resources
• Human services pathways

Exploring Life and Career © 2028
• Community engagement
• Career networking



Reflection as a Learning Tool

What Is It?
A process in which students intentionally examine their experiences, learning, growth, and 
future goals to deepen understanding.

What Research Says?
• Reflection promotes metacognition and helps students transfer learning to new 

situations.
• Students who regularly reflect demonstrate stronger self-awareness, goal-setting, and 

long-term learning outcomes.



Reflection as a Learning Tool

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students reflect on personal growth throughout the capstone process.
• Reflection helps learners connect experiences to leadership, service, and career 

development.
• Students evaluate both the impact of their projects and their own growth as learners.

How have you used Reflection as a Learning Tool in 
your classroom? How did that look in your program?
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Where Else Can You Find Reflection as a Learning Tool in CTE?

Interpersonal Relationships © 2027
• Self-concept - "How do I see and understand myself?"
• Personal growth

Teaching © 2024
• Professional reflection



Authentic/Performance-Based Assessment

What Is It?
An assessment approach that measures learning through meaningful tasks, 
performances, products, or demonstrations rather than relying solely on traditional tests.

What Research Says?
• Performance-based assessments provide a more accurate measure of real-world 

skills and application of knowledge.
• Authentic assessment increases student ownership and allows learners to 

demonstrate learning in multiple ways.



Authentic/Performance-Based Assessment

Where It Appears in Shawna’s Capstone Project
• Students create authentic products and solutions for real audiences.
• Assessment focuses on demonstrated learning, project outcomes, collaboration, and 

impact.
• Students present their work to stakeholders and receive feedback from authentic 

audiences.

How have you used Authentic or Performance-Based 
Assessments in your classroom? How did that look in your 
program?

Enter in 
the Chat



Where Else Can You Find Authentic/Performance-Based Assessment in CTE?

Guide to Good Food © 2025
• Food preparation demonstrations
• Performance tasks

Housing and Interior Design © 2027
• Design presentations
• Portfolio work



National Be a Teacher Day: beateacherday.org
beateacherday.org

https://www.beateacherday.org/
https://www.beateacherday.org/


Q & A



Want to Explore G-W Publisher’s CTE Titles?

Visit our website at https://www.g-w.com/ 
Want to sample a product?
Find your Educational Consultant here: https://www.g-w.com/consultant 
Explore our products: https://www.g-w.com/6-12-education 
Or scan the QR Code to learn more:

https://www.g-w.com/
https://www.g-w.com/
https://www.g-w.com/
https://www.g-w.com/
https://www.g-w.com/consultant
https://www.g-w.com/consultant
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https://www.g-w.com/6-12-education
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