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SAFE Managed Care Goals
• ~150-170 BFF kits annually for reintroduction
• 90 kits annually for managed care
• Work with AZA’s PMC to maximize genetic diversity
• Improve wellness and welfare of black-footed ferrets 

in our care 
• Increase chances of survival in the wild once released
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Collaboration
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Community Engagement



Community Engagement
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Sept 26th is BFF Rediscovery Day
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Innovation

Assisted Reproductive Technologies

Photo Credit: ZSL Publications-Wisely



Scientific Contributions

Additional Research:
• Nutrition
• Genomics
• Biomedical Survey, Disease & Vaccine trials
• AZA 5 Year Program Review
• Field reintroduction, surveys and monitoring
• Bio-banking 

“Determining Mechanisms of How Diet Influences Fertility 
and Health in the Endangered Black-footed Ferret”

“Understanding the ecology of tularemia in endangered in-
situ black-footed ferrets and the prairie dog ecosystem”

$18,385

$46,042



SAFE Species Program Goal
The goal of the Black-footed Ferret SAFE program is to recover the black-footed ferret 
(BFF) such that it no longer meets the Endangered Species Act’s definition of endangered 
but is downlisted to threatened. To be able to downlist the BFF, the BFF SAFE program will 
support recovery of the BFF as outlined in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Black-footed Ferret Recovery Plan through targeted conservation, public 
awareness, communication and funding actions. 

Lasting Impact
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