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DC:0–5 and Research
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ZERO TO THREE, 2021, pp. 149-151
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Comments on Axis III
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ZERO TO THREE, 2021, p. 164
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Developmental Milestones and Competency

What do you notice about Chase’s development ? Emotional? Social Relational? 
Language and Social Communication? Cognitive? Movement and Physical?
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https://www.zerotothree.org/dc05resources
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Impairment and Diagnostic Formulation
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Ratings Axis II: Assessing the Relationship
Part A: Caregiving Dimension Levels of Adaptive Function

87

What do you observe about Caregiving Dimensions? (Part A: Table 1)

What do you notice about Child Characteristics? (Part A: Table 2)
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Axis II: Assessing the Relationship
Part A: Caregiving Dimension Levels of Adaptive Function

• What do you observe about Caregiving Dimensions? (Part A: Table 1)

• What do you notice about Child Characteristics? (Part A: Table 2)
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Axis II: Relational Context  
Part B: Caregiving Environment Levels of Adaptive Functioning 

• What do you observe about the Caregiving Environment? (Part B: Table 3)

• What do you notice about the child’s adaptation? 
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The Diagnostic Timeline

112

Long delays between first concerns and ASD diagnosis

Birth 1 2 3 4 5 6

Child’s age (years)

Parents express 
concerns about 

child’s 
development

Early intervention window

Child 
receives an 

EAASD 
diagnosis

Child 
receives a 
definitive 

ASD 
diagnosis

Child receives diagnosis
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Sensory Processing Disorders (SPDs)
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Comments on DDAA
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Complicated Grief Disorder of 
Infancy/Early Childhood 
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• Food refusal problem with mom
• No food refusal with dad

• Role inappropriate with mom
• Fearful withdrawn with dad

• sleep refusal problem with mom

• Oppositional behavior with mom
• Oppositional behavior at childcare
• Oppositional behavior in both settings

Let’s Practice

139

36-month-old lives alone with 
mom, attends early childhood 
education (ECE) program

No relationship specific disorder

24-month-old lives alone 
with mom, does not attend 
ECE program

No relationship specific disorder

42-month-old lives 
with both parents Relationship specific disorder with each parent

10-month-old lives 
with both parents Relationship specific disorder with mom
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Thinking About Diagnostic Formulation
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