:

o

o

®

®

N Cultural Connectionsin
Early Years Learning

: Episode 1: Introduction to Culture

o

: Workbook

®




Galangal djalli (Hello) & Welcome

Yasmin Green - proud Butchulla, Woppaburra & Gunditjmara woman

Background: Experience in government, corporate & community sectors

01 02
What is culture? Indigenous culture in Australia
03 04

Indigenous perspectives EYLF & Indigenous perspectives

05

Building culturally rich environments
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What is Culture?
SS

Way we live & understand Shared across communities Provides belonging & identity

Includes both big things (nationality, Everyone has culture - shared across families, Culture has layers — shapes how children see

ethnicity) and everyday details (food, songs, communities, languages & traditions themselves & their world
games)




What is Culture, According to Kids?

Children share what culture means to them

Shows diversity of backgrounds & shared values

O Culture = everyday things: food, songs, dances, stories, family love

Relevance for early childhood: culture shapes belonging & learning




Culture in the Australian Context

Every child carries their culture with them

Australia is home to the world's oldest continuing cultures — Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander peoples (65,000+ years)

Starting with culture builds a shared foundation

Recognising culture as universal helps us value First Nations culture and
perspectives
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Children Bring their Culture with them

Everyday Examples For Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander children

Grandparents called Nonna & Nonno vs. Nan & Pop - Connection to Country
Politeness/respect for Elders - Kinship ties

Language, food, greetings, play - Community & care values

Each child brings unique cultural richness




NOTES:

Why Cultural Awareness Matters
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Children

Builds confidence & belonging

Families

Feel welcomed & respected

Services

Benefit from diverse perspectives

First Nations

Respectful engagement with custodians of Country



Practical Ways to Embrace Culture
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Diverse Resources Cultural Sharing Language

Books, toys & welcome signs in different Songs & stories from many cultures Learn & use greetings in home languages
languages

4 &

Family Involvement First Nations Connection

Invite families to share traditions & practices Build respectful links to First Nations voices &
Country




NOTES:

Reflecting on Our Own Culture

Awareness starts with us — we all have a cultural lens

Shapes how we see, teach & care

Our "normal" may differ from others'

@ Reflection question: What parts of my culture do | bring into

my work?

Reflection fosters openness, curiosity & respect




Closing & Next Steps

-
- KeyTakeaway

Today's Focus Culture = belonging & identity - every

child & family brings it
What is culture? - children's voices & lived ' ty brings |

examples

——

Challenge
Take one small cultural action this week

Greeting in home language
New storybook

Personal reflection

Online reference: What Is Culture, According to Kids?—Mlilton Hershey School - YouTube

"You belong here, who you are matters"

Next session » cultural responsiveness in action




